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Gathering Time
As we arrive for worship, let us greet and make new friends, and be alert for guests as we
celebrate the fellowship of our faith community.

Time for Prayer and Meditation
The ringing of the church bell and lighting of the candles calls us to sit down and allow
ourselves to forget the hurry and worry of the world. Center your heart, mind, and soul
on God’s love for you and all creation.

Opening thought for the day
The winter solstice time is no longer celebrated as it once was, with the understanding that this is a
period of descent and rest, of going within our homes, within ourselves and taking in all that we have
been through, all that has passed in this full year which is coming to a close...like nature and the animal
kingdom around us, this time of hibernation is necessary for our tired limbs and our burdened minds.

Ringing the Bell and Bringing the Light

Words of Welcome

Prelude

“No Night So Long”
By Richard Kerr and Will Jennings

Judy Buswell & Carolyn Ames

Advent Candle Litany – Hope
When I look around, I see shadows of hunger. Many people in this state and around the
world will go to bed hungry tonight…
Congregation: When we look around, we see shadows of injustice, the rich getting
richer and the poor getting poorer, everyone saying, "Buy, buy, buy!" - and
someone somewhere will fall asleep under a bridge tonight…
In the face of hunger, we light a candle of hope…
Congregation: In the face of injustice, in the face of despair, we light a candle of
hope… (Light the first candle in your Advent wreath.)
Let the light from this candle say to all that God’s hope is coming on earth as it already is
in heaven.
Congregation: We will not be afraid; God’s hope is at hand!

Hymn

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

#116

Verses 1, 5 & 7

Prayer of Invocation followed by the Lord's Prayer (debts)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done; on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Scripture Reading

Stewardship Moment

Isaiah 40:1 - 8

Jack Carder

Cinde Warmington

Children’s Time

“When God Is A Child”

Chancel Choir

By John Carter

Morning Prayer

“I’ll Carry You Home”

Special Music

Tamara McGonagle & Judy Buswell
By Caitlin Smith, Gordie Sampson and Troy Verges

Sermon

“Hunker Down!”

Hymn

“I Love to Tell the Story”

# 522

Verses 1 and 2

Benediction

Congregational Amen

Visiting Pastor: Robert Curry
Bob and Carole moved to Wesley Woods in Gilford in March 2019 and joined this
church in September of this year. Bob is a retired United Church of Christ minister
having served UCC churches in New Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts and Vermont
over fifty years. He is a storyteller, fly fisherman, gardener, and with Carole loves
walking pathways everywhere. Recently Bob & Carole have toured Ireland for 18 days.
We have two children, five grandchildren, and two great grandchildren.

