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October 8th  Apple Day!  

October 14th Kids’ Market 

October 28th Fall Clean Up Day  

   Oktoberfest 

October 29th         Youth for Hire 

                     Faith Proposal Sunday 

 

    

See calendar on page 12 for additional 

October events. 
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New to our church?  Would you like to learn 

more about it?  Would you like to join the 

church?   

 

Come join Rev. Michael Graham and others 

to learn about our church and what we can 

offer you.  

 
Watch this space for notice of our next Meet 

and Greet, held on a Sunday after worship 

service in conference room A. 

 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057  

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 

Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

gcc@metrocast.net 

Sylvie Couture, Administrative Assistant 

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Carolyn Ames,  Music Director/Organist 

AJ Coppola, Choir Director 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth & Family Programs  

 gccscott@metrocast.net 

Rick Edson, Treasurer 

rick.edson99@gmail.com 

Carl Carder, Financial Technician 

gccfinance@metrocast.net 

     Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  9:00 to 2:00 pm 

The office is CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY 

 
 
 

 

 

1 Aaron Stewart, Ron Dudley, Mike  
             Murphy 
2 Mary Dexter 
3 Kelly Nix 
4 Mary Flinn, Bonnie Deutch 
5           Sam Leggett 
6 Doris MacHaffie 
8 Allen Voivod 
9 Bruce Papps, Peyton Sawyer 
10 Michael Graham, Stephen Brown 
11        David Haley 
12 James Wixson 
14 Kathleen Merriam 
15 Betsy MacHaffie , Kaleb Brown 
18 Michael Wernig 
21 Abigail Ross    
23 Wanda Carder 
24 Michael Baron,  Jaimen Sawyer 

25 Elaine Shea, Mia Coppola, Sara  
             Ellen Godek, Stephanie Labonte,  
             Richie Edson, James Cowan,  
             Barbara Monahan, Kenneth Ries,  

Mckenzie Leroux, Al Rollins, Bob Smith 
26 Daniel Dormody 
27         Liv Arvidson 
30 Sue Ross, Barbara Allard, Sophie  
             Leggett, Rick Notkin 
31 Shayna Tomlinson,   
             Carter Mercer, Shannon Mercer,  
             Grace Devarney  

 
 
 
 
 
4          Steve & Debbie Birch               1986 
6          Dennis & Penny Franciosi       1963 
10        Warren & Susan Noyes           1959 
11        Lee & Jonena Miller                 2008 
12        Kenneth & Lori Erickson          2005 
16        Patty & Randy Pike             1993 
28        Russ & Dianne Lauffer             2000 

  October birthdays 

Anniversaries 
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As is true of the Christian rituals, there is no universal un-

derstanding of communion, or a right way to practice it.  In 

fact, it is identified by a number of terms:  The Eucharist, 

The Lord’s Table, and Communion.  In some churches, 

only church members are welcome to participate.  Some 

churches serve communion during a Sunday evening ser-

vice, figuring only the serious will come back to church 

Sunday night.   Some allow all members of a given denomination to take part.  

Others open it to all baptized Christians.  (That would exclude Quakers, for 

they don’t practice baptism!)   

My personal theology is shaped by my role as a father.  Long before my chil-

dren could say my name, or even know for certain I was their father, they ate at 

the family table.  We fed them, even when it required playing games, such as:  

“Here comes the choo-choo train.”  We persisted even when a good portion 

of the food ended on their cheeks or their bibs.  We fed them, because they 

were our children and families eat together and take care of one another.  Be-

cause of that, I don’t believe age or knowledge or anything else should exclude 

anyone from participating in communion.     

The first Sunday of October is World Communion Sunday.  It is a Sunday 

that I always appreciate for it makes me mindful of the diversity of the church.  

I think of worshippers in simple rented storefronts and others in majestic ca-

thedrals.  I think, too, of Christians through the ages.  I think of the nascent 

followers of crucified Jesus, those early Baptists who worshipped in Gilford in 

1798, and you and me.  I also am mindful of the hundreds of different lan-

guages that will be spoken as people are invited to the table.   

This year, however, at a moment that finds our country (and our world) ex-

tremely polarized and divided, perhaps it is crucial to remember what we hold 

in common as Christians.  That Jesus made God’s love visible in a tangible way 

in our world. That we believe God cares deeply for all of creation and that 

God is dependent upon us to shape the world in positive and loving ways.   

I hope to see you Sunday. 

Michael 

 



  

 

  

 

 

Church Attendance for September 

       6th     189   

 

      13th     185 

 

     20th     206 

 

     27th     124 

Church Happenings... 
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Please join us on Saturday, October 

28th for our annual fall clean up 

day!  We will meet at 8am.  Feel free 

to bring your own rake &/or leaf 

blower. 
is back!!! 

Saturday, October 28, 2017 

6pm 

Please make your reservations early to 

avoid the cancellation of this wonderful 

event!  Please contact Eloise if you 

would like to attend or volunteer to help 

set up, serve or clean up.   

986-6723 (call or text) or 

email eloise@metrocast.net 

Please join us!! 

 

Faith Proposal Sunday 

October 29, 2017 

The last Sunday of the month is our annual 

Faith Proposal Sunday at which we present 

the proposed 2018 budget and elect the 

2018 committee chairs.  This involves a 

very brief meeting following worship.  All 

are welcome. 

“Ever wonder what the 

congregation looks like 

from Michael's point of  

view? Volunteer to be a 

reader and you can 

f ind out !  We are  l ooking  

for readers--of any age--to do the 

first scripture reading of the  

service. Anyone interested in becom-

ing a reader, please contact Stacey 

Pate (370-8248) or catch her on 

Sunday. Again, ALL ages are wel-

come and encouraged!" 
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 At Sunday School they were 

learning how God created every-

thing, including human beings. 

Johnny was especially intent 

when the teacher told him how Eve was created out 

of one of Adam's ribs. 

      Later in the week his mother noticed him lying 

down as though he were ill, and said, "Johnny, what 

is the matter?" 

      Johnny responded, "I have pain in my side. I 

think I'm going to have a wife."  

The Chancel Choir is off and 

running!  We have had a fantas-

tic start to the new year and are 

looking forward to some exciting 

new pieces along with many old favorites this 

season. 

 

We were happy to have some of our summer 

singers join us for a few extra Sundays before 

they headed home—Chris Tompkins and Deb-

orah Kennedy-Coster, Carolyn Parsons and 

Judy Brown.  They will be missed, but we are 

excited to see them again next spring/summer. 

 

This is truly the best time to join the choir— if 

you are interested in joining us, please see Car-

olyn or AJ after the service on Sundays, or 

drop by rehearsal at 6pm on Thursday eve-

nings in the sanctuary.  They are a lot of fun! 

 

Bell Choir rehearsals will be starting up again.  

If you are interested in joining this fun group, 

please see Carolyn. 

Musically Yours, 

Carolyn & AJ 

 

The flower committee is 

looking for some exotic/

unique evergreen trees or 

shrubs from which they 

can carefully prune pieces 

for the green’s table during the Christmas Fair.  

Please contact Sandy Stafford (366-2626)or Jane Rol-

lins (524-9507) if you can help. 

Gilford Winter Farmer’s Market Returns to 

GYC this October 

The Gilford Winter Farmer’s Market will return 

to the Gilford Youth Center on October 14th.   

The Farmer’s Market will offer fresh produce, 

baked goods, fresh eggs, various meats, maple 

syrup, handcrafted pottery and accessories, and 

more.  

The market will be open on Saturdays, 9am-

12pm.  You can learn more about the Gilford 

Winter Farmer’s Market at gilfordyouth-

center.com. 
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Youth News                           October 2017Youth News                           October 2017Youth News                           October 2017   

 

APPLE DAY! 
Sunday, October 8

th
. 

Join us after the worship service as we 

head to a local apple orchard for some 

group apple picking. After, we will re-

turn to the church to make some  

delicious treats! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 29th,  

11-3pm 

All H.S. and M.S. youth members 

are invited to attend.  

 
 

Senior Breakfast and Bingo 

Saturday, October 21, 9-10:30am 

We will continue our monthly “Breakfast & 

Bingo” for the residents of the Village Knolls.  

We will meet at 8:15am in Fellowship Hall 

 

As a special “Kick-Off” to the Gilford Win-

ter’s Farmers Market, the GYC is hosting a 

Kids Market on October 14
th
, 9am-Noon.  

The Kids Market will run during the Farmers 

Market.  Kids are invited to create and sell a 

product of their choosing.  To learn more, 

visit gilfordyouthcenter.com 

Thanks to Everyone Who 

Attended the 3
rd
 Annual 

Paintball Classic!!! 
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Coffee Hour Hosts for October 

 

   

 10/1 Finance Committee 

 10/8 Congregation- 

  lead by May Stewart 

 10/15 Congregation- 

  lead by Nancy Carsen and 

  Jeannie Pecknold 

 10/22 Outreach Committee 

 10/29 Flower Committee 

 

Please contact Jessi Fleck at 

jfleckjr@metrocast.net or 728-5671 if you 

would like to help set up, clean up or pro-

vide a food item for the “members of the 

congregation” days.  Many thanks! 

 

 

                            

The first Sunday of every month is  

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY and  

members/non-members are invited to bring 

donations to church with them. 

 

 

Food Pantry requests for the month of  

October      
   

 

  Maple Syrup 

  Ketchup/Mustard 

  Chicken Noodle Soup 

  Canned Pears 

  Fruit Cocktail 

  Ramen Noodles 

  Grape or Strawberry Jelly 

 

 

For New Beginnings:  
(Please label these donations “New  

Beginnings” and bring to the church foyer):  
   

  Laundry Detergent 

  Anti Bacterial Soap 

  Anti Bacterial Wipes 

  Comet 

  Clorox Cleanup 

  Paper Towels 

  Toilet Paper 

  Shampoo 

  Conditioner 

  Dryer Sheets 

  Size 4 Disposable Diapers 

FRIENDLY KITCHEN 

is Friday, October 

27th.   Please sign up 

downstairs on the bul-

letin board to volun-

teer. 

The Friendly Kitchen Committee 

serves lunch at the Salvation Army at 

noon.  The menu consists of a choice 

of American Chop Suey and brownies. 

The deadline to submit for 

the November Newsletter is 

Monday, October 23rd. 



  

 

 

Houston Hurricane Relief – Extended to Help in Florida too 

 

The Outreach Committee is now collecting donations for Houston and Florida Hurricane Relief.  For contributions received 
from the congregation up to $750, Outreach will match them dollar for dollar. 

Funds received through Thursday, September 21st will go to Houston Food Bank as previously noted.  The picture and caption 

notice below were excerpted from their website. For more information on the food bank, go to: http://
www.houstonfoodbank.org/ 

 

                                                         

 

“An unprecedented number of people in the greater Houston area are affected by the flooding caused by Hurricane Harvey. 
The storm unleashed monumental destruction across southeast Texas.  For individuals who already struggle to provide for 
their family’s basic needs, the flooding is even more catastrophic. 

 

How does the Houston Food Bank help people affected by Harvey?  The Houston Food Bank has a history of providing disas-
ter relief, but we've never seen devastation on this scale.  We will provide food and supplies in the short term and for many 
months to come to residents in southeast Texas who will struggle to rebuild their lives.  The Food Bank will work closely with 
our network of partner agencies to ensure food is getting to those who need it most.  We also find ways to connect offers of 
help with those who are providing help.” 

* * * * * * * 

 

Funds collected from Sunday, September 24th thru Sunday, October 8th will be divided between Houston and Bonita 
Springs Charter School in Florida. This tuition-free school includes students in grades K-8 of diverse cultural and socio-
economic backgrounds.  Of particular interest is their community outreach initiative - Seeds of Hope, conceived and imple-

mented by the students.  A video describing this program and other details about the school may be found here: http://
www.bonitaspringscharter.org/ 

 
We learned about their needs from Chris Resca, a long-term member of GCC.   Her son, Nicholas teaches there.  Staff and 
families have had devastating losses.  Communities they serve are still flooded, most dealing with continued power outages, 

limited access to food, clean water and other daily necessities. Bonita Springs article: http://www.miamiherald.com/
news/local/community/broward/article173214041.html 

 
Donations may be sent to the Church Office or placed in the Offering on Sundays through October 8th.  Please write checks 
to Gilford Community Church with note on memo line: Hurricane Relief.  Cash donations should be in an envelope, also 
marked Hurricane relief.  Thank you for your participation! 

http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/
http://www.houstonfoodbank.org/
http://www.bonitaspringscharter.org/
http://www.bonitaspringscharter.org/
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article173214041.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/broward/article173214041.html


A Peek at the Past 
Yesterdays at our Church 

By Judy Buswell 

Honorable Lives 

R ANGVALD and SOLVEIG KLAFSTAD OLSEN, the unassuming couple that emigrated from Norway about 100 years 

ago, were settled on Old Lake Shore Road in Gilford by 1920.  Along with Rangvald’s brother, HERMAN OLSEN, 

who according to the 1937 Gilford Town Report was the Gilford Police Chief, Rangvald and Solveig began a family 

dynasty of faithful church members that still resonates in today’s congregation.  Over the past 

century at least 16 Olsen and Klafstad family members sat in the pews listening to      

sermons from 18 different ministers and then rolled up their sleeves in 

numerous church activities.  From Solveig and Rangvald to 

their granddaughter, JOYCE  OLSEN PAPPS and her hus-

band BRUCE who are still on the GCC membership rolls, 

this large family has made a difference. A look 

through the Book of     Memorials that rests on 

the table to the left of the pulpit confirms their         

contributions.   

In spite of the fact that Rangvald and Solveig 

did not own a car until after WWII, they were still 

active church members.  Rangvald had a lovely 

solo voice and sang in the choir for many years.  

He was a Church Trustee (1949-1951) and a 

member of the Diaconate (1949-1956).  Solveig, in 

addition to caring for their three children (Iver, Fred, 

and Emily), was just as busy with all the activities of the 

Ladies Circle and as a member of  the church’s Benevolence  

Committee.  As well, over the years the couple had managed every  

aspect of the popular  Summer and December Church Fairs.  

SOLVEIG AND RANGVALD OLSEN 
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By trade, Rangvald was a self-

taught carpenter and cabinet maker 

and for 30 years was a Shop 

Teacher at Laconia High School 

until he retired in 1954 at the state- 

mandated age of 70.  With no car, 

for the greater part of these years, 

Rangvald walked to McIntyre   

Circle (where Gilford Shaw’s is 

now located) and got on the school 

bus headed for the high school. 

When my family moved to Gilford 
Village in 1945, it wasn’t long before 
I knew who Solveig and Rangvald 
were. As a 7 year-old, I had quickly 
placed this quietly graceful couple 

squarely in the “important people”  
category.  Important yes, but also kind.    
A few years later in the 1950s when 
our Young People’s group went  

Christmas caroling, the Olsen farmhouse was a favorite place to stop as Solveig and 
Rangvald always invited us inside for hot cocoa and cookies.   

In addition to his family, job, and church responsibilities, Rangvald served on 
the Gilford School Board from 1944-1953, a decade of unprecedented growth 
for Gilford and its one grade school.  As the School Board sought ways to 
meet the needs of its students, Rangvald - known as a serious and quiet man -
wrote a hilarious comedy sketch titled “Solveig Takes a Holiday” with the 
subtitle “She was once the wife of a 
school board stinker but now she’s 
only a coffee drinker.”  With a cast 
that included Rangvald, Solveig, and 
Herman Olsen and a male quartet, 
this play was presented c. 1946 at a 
PTA meeting to rave reviews.  Based 
on this success, it was quickly decid-
ed that Gilford parents had enough 
energy, talent, and time to develop 
and present original melodramas at 
the Gilford Town Hall as fundraisers 
for the school. And thus the start of 
the popular Gilford Gaslight Players! 

This and That... 
 Other members of the “O ‐

K  C ” with connec ons to 

GCC  include: 

 F    E  O  ‐ Fred is a 

son of Rangvald and Solveig; he 

and Eleanor are parents of Joyce 

Olsen Papps 

 A  O  ‐ wife of Herman   

Olsen 

 S  H  H  ‐ granddaughter 

of Solveig & Rangvald and cousin of 

Joyce Olsen Papps 

 E  O  H  ‐ daughter of 

Rangvald & Solveig ; mother of 

Sally Hall Hatch 

 E  K  ‐ brother of 

Solveig 

 J  K  ‐ wife of Erling 

 J  O  F  ‐ granddaughter 

of Solveig and Rangvald; sister of 

Joyce Olsen Papps 

 E  O  sang in the GCC Church 

Choir 

 Rev. Brownlow Thompson, popular 

GCC minister (1922‐1925), officiated 

at the marriage of E  O    

R  H  on August 16, 1930   

 R  O , age 65,  was the 

Chair of the Auc on Commi ee for 

the 1948 GCC Summer Fair 

 S  O , 71 years old,  was 

the Chair of the Food Table for the 

1957 GCC Summer Fair  

 A  H , grandson of Solveig & 

Rangvald & brother of S  H  

H , was a star athlete in the 

1956,  1960, 1964, & 1968 Olympics, 

finishing 4th in the Hammer Throw 

in 1956 

 R    S  loved the 

home visits by each of their twelve 

ministers, Harold Brennan (1920‐

1922) to Raleigh Du on (1958‐1964) 

Sons of Rangvald & Solveig taken in Norway 
in 1910 before leaving for America. (L-R): 

FRED , 4 1/2 yrs old, and IVER, 6 yrs old.  Fred  

is the father of JOYCE OLSEN PAPPS. 

EMILY OLSEN HALL, daughter of Rangvald and Solveig and the mother of SALLY HALL 
HATCH.  EMILY and daughter SALLY were active members of GCC for a period of time.  
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A fter living busy, productive and 
highly honorable lives, 

RANGVALD died in 1956 at the age of 
72.  SOLVEIG  remained at 
their farmhouse until 1964 
when she died at age 78. 

This and That... 
 S  H  H  was the Chair of a  GCC 

Christmas Fair in the late 1980s. 

 A er the passing of R    S , 

a huge fire in the middle of a bi er cold 

night in January 1985 destroyed the 

farmhouse on Old Lake Shore Road 

where they had lived for more than 40 

years.  The remains were torn down and         

another home was built in its place. 

 J  O  P  was a GCC Sunday 

School teacher for several years.  B  

P  held leadership posi ons at GCC.  

Joyce was also the Gilford Deputy Tax 

Collector and worked in the Town Hall 

Offices from 1972 to 2003. 

 S  O  contributed two recipes to 

the 1949 GCC Gilford Cakes cookbook. 

 For many decades, GCC members S  

C  and her son and daughter, J  and 

J  C  C  lived next door to 

Solveig & Rangvald on Lake Shore Road.  

 Among those in the GCC Book of          

Memorials are members of the Olsen‐

Klafstad family.  Gi s were given by   

family and friends to honor these special 

people: 

 1956: RANGVALD OLSEN - Communion Cups 
and trays 

 1964: SOLVEIG OLSEN - Communion Cups 
and trays 

 1971: ERLING KLAFSTAD - Room Dividers 

 1976: FRED OLSEN - Hymnals 

 1992: JEAN KLAFSTAD - Brass Candelabras     

 

SOLVEIG KLAFSTAD OLSEN in the      
doorway of the Olsen farmhouse on 
Old Lakeshore Rd. in Gilford - 1960. 

(L) FRED & ELEANOR OLSEN, parents 
of JOYCE PAPPS OLSEN.  Fred was 
the second son of Rangvald & 
Solveig. (Church Directory c.1960) 

(Bottom L)  JOYCE OLSEN PAPPS and 
Bruce PAPPS who with their three 
daughters, Debra, Karen, and Lisa, 
have been active members at GCC 

(Bottom R) SALLY HALL HATCH,  
daughter of EMILY OLSEN HALL. 

ERLING KLAFSTAD and wife REGINA 
(JEAN) WHITE KLAFSTAD shown in the 
c. 1960 GCC Directory.  ERLING is the 
brother of Solveig Klafstad Olsen. 

CREDITS: INTERVIEWS WITH JOYCE OLSEN PAPPS & NANCY HALL HATCY; ANCESTRY.COM; US CENSUS; GCC MEMBERSHIP ROLLS & BOOK OF MEMORIALS; GILFORD 
TOWN REPORTS; THOMPSON AMES HISTORICAL SOCIETY; LACONIA LIBRARY MICROFILM COLLECTION; INTERVIEW WITH PEGGY KELLER (C. 1994);  WIKIPEDIA (AL HALL) 



  

 

  

   
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10am 

Worship 

Communion 

Food Collection  

 

Membership & 

Diaconate  

Committee Mtg 

11:15am 

2 

 

Free Adult Line 

Dancing Class at 

GYC 

7:30-8:30pm 

 

Chordsmen 

7:15pm 

3 4 5 
Adult Book Study 

10:30am 

 

Free Adult Line  

Dancing Class at GYC 

7:30-8:30pm 

 

Chancel Choir 

6-7pm 

6 

 
Worship Service at 

Genesis  

(Laconia Rehab Ctr) 

10am 

7 

 

8 

10am 

Worship 

Hymn Sing 

 

Apple Day! 

 

 

 

9 
Senior Momentum 

11:30-2:30pm 

 

 

Chordsmen 

7:15pm 

10 

 

11 12 

Adult Book Study 

(Cancelled) 

 

*Chancel Choir 

6-7pm 

13 14 

Kids’ Market & 

Gilford Farmer’s Market 

at the GYC 

9-12pm 

15 
10am 

Worship 

 

Outreach  Mtg 

11:15am 

16 
Senior Breakfast 

8:30am-12pm 

 

Church Council 

6:30pm 

 

Chordsmen 

7:15pm 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

Adult Book Study 

10:30am 

 

 

*Chancel Choir 

6-7pm 

 

 

20 

 

 

 

 

21 
Breakfast & Bingo 

9-10:30am 

 

Gilford Farmer’s Market 

at the GYC 

9-12pm 

22 
10am 

Worship 

 

23 
Senior Momentum 

11:30-2:30pm 

 

Chordsmen 

7:15pm 

24 25 

 

26 

 

Adult Book Study 

10:30am 

 

 

 

*Chancel Choir 

6-7pm 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friendly Kitchen 

 

28 

 
Gilford Farmer’s Market 

at the GYC 

9-12pm 

29 

10am 

Worship 

Faith Proposal  

Sunday 

 

Youth for Hire 

 

 

30 
Senior Momentum 

11:30-2:30pm 

 

Chordsmen 

7:15pm 

 

31 

 

    

 

 

*Chancel Choir is 

open to those 18 years 

and older. 

 

October 2017 


