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      May 07th                   Outreach Expo 

        Bowl-a-thon 

               May 11th           Pemi Spring Concert  

 

     May 12th           Ladies’ Night Out  

 

               May 17th                    Family Car Cruise Night  

 

See calendar on page 15 for additional May events. 
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New to our church?  Would you like to learn 

more about it?  Would you like to join the 

church?   

 

Come join Rev. Michael Graham and others 

to learn about our church and what we can 

offer you.  

 
Watch this space for notice of the next Meet 

and Greet, held on a Sunday after worship in 

conference room A. 

 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057  

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 

Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

gcc@metrocast.net 

Sylvie Couture, Administrative Assistant 

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Carolyn Ames,  Music Director/Organist 

AJ Coppola, Choir Director 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth & Family Programs  

 gccscott@metrocast.net 

Rick Edson, Treasurer 

rick.edson99@gmail.com 

Carl Carder, Financial Technician 

gccfinance@metrocast.net 

     Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  9:00 to 2:00 pm 

THE OFFICE IS CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY 

 
 
 
 

 
2 Tom Guerin 
3 Alex Stewart, Harold Dexter, Amy  
             Tripp 
4 Dana Brown 
5 Sara Stewart 
6 Debby Mercer, Steve Anthony   
8 Joe Scattergood 
10         John Babcock, Soren Babcock 
11         Zach Youssef 
14 Riley Marsh 
17 Barbara Carey, Cynthia Tomlinson,          
             Patrick Gandini 
18         Robin Baron 
21 Bethany King 
22 Stacy Briggs, Jesse Ross, Michael    
             Marsh 
23 May Stewart 
24 Lani Voivod, Kathy Arenstam, Alan     
             Beard 

25 Keira & Ella Squires, Britni Baron 
27 Donna Snow 
28 Dennis McAllister, Randy Pike 
29 Dianne Anthony 
31 Keith Gandini 
 

May Anniversaries 

  

  2  Mary & Walter Flinn                   1953 
  8  Wanda & Carl Carder                   1976 
13        Mary & Warren Hutchins             1978 
14   Martha & John Sepe                     1960 
16          Steve & Dianne Anthony             1976 
18          Rick & Molly Notkin                      1986 
19  Brenda & Rick Nelson                    1984 
23          Pat and Irene Santaniello 
24          Barry & Cheryl LaBranche-  
                Arvidson                                         1991 
29          Derek & Kris Blackwelder             2004                                                        
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As May approaches I always have a moment when I feel deeply 

grateful for answering my phone 16 years ago.  I don’t like the 
phone, but answering that call was one of the best things I ever did.  

It was Walter Flinn calling from some place in New Hampshire – 
Gilford.  I’d never heard of it.  I had to pull out the map and find it.  
I really knew nothing about Lake Winnipesaukee or the Lakes Re-

gion.  My knowledge of New Hampshire was primarily dental – 
many of the people I knew from the Granite State didn’t have all 

their teeth.  Now it is difficult to imagine not living here and I find myself saying 

proudly, “I’m from New Hampshire.” 

 

My first day on the job was May 1, 2002.  Since that time, so many wonderful 
things have happened over these years.  Certainly the expansion of the Sanctuary/
Fellowship Hall and the addition of the Gilford Youth Center are atop the list of 

what we’ve accomplished.  But right by that, on my list anyway, are the loving rela-
tionships we’ve developed.  Truly you all have become part of my life.  It’s hard to 

remember B.Y. (before you).   

 

We’ve shared so many good moments and endured more than a few tough times.  

We’ve celebrated births and baptisms, we’ve been privileged to watch our children 
grow and flourish; some of our children are now having their own children.  Young 
ones who were just starting first grade when I arrived are now making decisions 

about colleges and careers.   

 

Together we’ve also been visited by sorrow and disappointment.  Our lives have 
been knitted together by those joyful and tragic moments.  Cindie and I thank you 

for bearing our pain.  

 

Thank you for all your support; may we continue to grow and be a blessing to our 

community and beyond. 

 

With love, 

 

 

Michael 



  

 

A Warm Welcome to Our Newest Members  

Jack and Lisa Drouin Madison and Brian Zackowski 

Jade, Charlotte, Beatrix, and Matt Wood       Betsy Castro 

Page 4 
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Annual Spring Clean-Up 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 

7am 

It is that time of year when we meet and beautify our 

church grounds.  Please join us bright and early!  

Feel free to bring your favorite rake or clippers.  

                     ALL ARE WELCOME 

          Prayer Line 

If you would like prayer support 

for yourself or for a loved one, 

call our Prayer Line Coordinator, 

Brian Arenstam, at 520-6034.   

 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

It’s Time for Outreach Expo 2017!  

The Outreach Committee’s annual Outreach Expo is on Sunday, May 7th in Fellowship Hall  

following morning worship.  You are invited to munch on tasty tidbits and explore charitable  

organizations whose work our church supports through contributions of volunteers, items and/or 

funds. Representatives will be at “booths” to answer questions and share details about their mis-

sion, purpose and services provided.  Hope to see you at this fun and illuminating event! 

 

On April 30th and May 7th, 

Mother’s Day cards from 

Church World Service will be 

sold during coffee hour. 

You can purchase a card for 

$5.00 “in honor of” or “in 

memory of” a mother in your 

life, and the dedication will be 

printed in the Sunday bulletin 

on Mother’s Day. 

All proceeds will go towards 

purchasing blankets for those in 

need of warmth all over the 

world. 

Church Chuckle 

A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they were on the way 

to church service, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?" 

One bright little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping." 

Church Happenings... 



  

 

As May comes into our Sanctuary, I hope you are not thinking that it is 

too late to join the choir!  In fact, Molly joined us 

right around this time last year, and is still going 

strong! 

April was a truly wonderful month, with beautiful mu-

sic for Lent, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and of 

course, Easter.  Special thanks to May Stewart for 

playing trumpet with our choir on the “big day”, along with a wonderful 

performance by the Bell Choir on Palm Sunday.  We also loved host-

ing Vicki Woods-Parrish, Alice Beyrent, and Robin Jackman from the 

Methodist Church on Maundy Thursday. 

As the choir winds down its season, we are looking forward to some 

special events in May, including the All-male version of our choir on 

Mother’s Day!  You won’t want to miss it! (Don’t worry—Carolyn will 

still be around to keep us in order!) 

If you have any interest in joining the choir, please see Carolyn or AJ 

before or after worship service on Sunday, or drop by rehearsal from 6-

7pm in the Sanctuary.  No prior choir experience needed! 

Musically Yours, 

Carolyn and AJ 
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LADIES’ NIGHT OUT 

 

Speaker: Author Anne Sarkisian 

Topic: Gluten - Toxic Staple  

Date: Friday, May 12, 2017  

6 p.m.  

$12.00 

Catered by: Eloise Post 

Reservations made to Carolyn Ames by  

Monday, May 8th 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall on  

Sunday, April 30th. 



  

 

A Peek at the Past 

Above:  Church Parsonage      

 (about 1895) 

The barn was later converted 

into the Laura Weeks Parish 

Hall and was used for        

Sunday School classes, 

meetings, church socials,   

and other church and       

community activities. The 

actual Parsonage (inset) 

building remains on the GCC 

campus as a storage facility. G.C.C. church and Town Hall ~  Potter Hill Rd  (early 20th century)                          



  

 

A Peek at the Past ~ Yesterdays at our Church  

Looking south at the junction of Potter Hill Rd                    

and  Belknap Mountain Rd - early 20th century 

O ver the years Gilford Village has been a place of simple country beauty.  In these photos from the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries, the unpaved roads are lined with towering stands of shade 

trees and yards are surrounded by white picket fences. Villagers could walk to church, town meet-

ings, and the store. In a good portion of the 19th century, the Village was quite self-sustaining with 

family farms, home industries, mills along Gunstock Brook, two churches - G.C.C. and the Methodist 

Church, (now the Historical Society), two general stores, three shoe shops, three blacksmith shops, 

two cooper shops, a millinery shop, a school house, a town hall, and neighbors who looked out for 

each other. This environment, rich in social capital and raw grit, nourished the growth of the Gilford 

Free Will Baptist Church from its beginnings in 1835. Photos and information from Diana Duckoff , the Gilford 

Library, and “Gunstock Parish” by Adair Mulligan.  Use your zoom tool for photo details and do know that I’m always looking 

for your stories, photos, and memories!      

                                                        JUDY BUSWELL                                  

LEFT: Looking north up Schoolhouse Hill with the Grange Hall on the right 

RIGHT:  Merrill’s General Cash Store (late 19th century), now the Village Store 
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Support our church by sharing your talents and skills. 

Check as many as you would like.  

Please return completed form to the church office. 

 

NAME ____________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE_______________________________ 

EMAIL________________________________ 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMMITTEE SERVICE 

 

___Diaconate (worship, spiritual life of the church) 

 

___Educational Ministries (Adult/Child/Youth programs) 

 

___Membership (growth/development) 

 

___Outreach (local and global missions) 

 

___Care and Concern (outreach to the needs of our church family) 

 

___Finance (budget, pledge drive, fund raising, investment, financial policy) 

 

___Facilities (oversee church maintenance/operation) 

 

___Pastor/Staff (staff/congregational relations) 

 

___Fair Committee (oversee Summer and Christmas fairs) 

 

___Village Nursery School 

 

___ Memorial Gifts 

 

___ Flower Committee 

 

___ Fellowship Committee 

 

Additional interests: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

How Can the Church Help You?_____________________________________________________________________ 



  

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE (check as many as you’d like) 

Educational ministries: 

 ___Teaching children 

 ___Teaching youth 

 ___Adult study group 

 ___Child care in Amy’s Room 

 ___Special Projects 

 ___Adult Study Group  

Care and Concern:  

 ___Visiting sick and shut-ins 

               ___ Light Handiman Assistance 

 ___Cooking and baking 

 ___ Visiting prospective members 

 ___ Provide transportation 

 ___ Phone visitation 

 ___ Prayer Line network 

Outreach: 

 ___ Fund raising activities 

 ___ Social action projects (Friendly Kitchen or Gilford Got Lunch) 

 ___ Food baskets 

               ___ Mission Trips and Christ Quest 

Fellowship: 

 ___ Host/Hostess for Coffee Hour 

               ___ Bring Food Item for Coffee Hour 

Worship and Music: 

 ___Usher 

 ___Choir  

 ___Special Music (instrumental/vocal) 

               ___Scripture Readings \ 

Church Fairs: 

               ___ Fair Set Up / Clean Up 

               ___ Volunteer at a station/table 

Office and Technology: 

 ___General office support 

 ___Preparation of mailings 

 ___Publicity/communication 

 ___Technology resource (website, communication, social media) 

Church Sponsored Activities: 

              ___Church dinners/event set up and clean up 

              ___Boy Scouts 

              ___Girl Scouts  

              ___Parent/Support Groups 

              ___Gilford Youth Center Page 10 
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We are looking for people to 

host coffee hour following the 

worship service.  If you would 

provide a food item or two, or 

be a part of the clean up crew it would be greatly ap-

preciated!  Please contact Jessi Fleck at 

jfleckjr@metrocast.net or 728-5671 if you can help. 

 

 

                            

The first Sunday of every month is  

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY and  

members/non-members are invited to bring 

donations to church with them. 

 

Food Pantry requests for the month of  

May:      
   Parmesan Cheese 

   Pasta Sauce 

   Elbow Macaroni 

   Applesauce 

   Pancake Mix 

   Maple Syrup 

   Brown Bread 

   Toilet Paper 

   Macaroni and Cheese 

        

For New Beginnings:  
(Please label these donations “New Beginnings” and 

bring to the church foyer):  

 

New Beginnings needs a set of used pans for the 

house.  

    Sunscreen 

                               Diapers size newborn and 5 

         Paper Towels 

         Laundry Soap 

   Dish Soap  

            Silicone Utensils 

FRIENDLY KITCHEN 

is Friday, May 26th.   

Please sign up down-

stairs on the bulletin 

board to volunteer. 

The Friendly Kitchen Committee 

serves lunch at the Salvation Army at 

noon.  The menu consists of a choice 

of tuna, chicken or egg salad sandwich, 

a green salad, brownies and ice cream. 

Deadline to submit for the 

June Newsletter is Tuesday,  

May 23rd.  

Church Attendance for April 

   2nd  167 
 
   9th  244 
 
Maundy Thursday    87 
 
Easter 16th  371 
 
 23rd  179 
 
 30th  ? 
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Youth News                             May 2017Youth News                             May 2017Youth News                             May 2017   

Saturday, May 13
th
 

Join us as we return to Boston to volunteer at Cradles to 

Crayons.  We will leave the church at 8am, and return 

around 4pm. 

All youth members are invited to attend.  To learn more 

about C2C, visit https://www.cradlestocrayons.org/ 

Senior Breakfast and Bingo 

May 20th, 9-10:30am 

 
This will be our final breakfast and bingo until next fall. 

If you are willing to help, please be at the church at 

8:15am. 

Confirmation Sunday 

On Sunday, May 7th, we will be recognizing this 

year’s confirmation class.  The ceremony will 

take place during service. 

This year’s class includes: 

Sam Mercer, Sam Sawyer, Shu Shu Sawyer, 

Neal Miller, and Laurel Gingrich 

Upcoming Dates: 

June 3
th
: St. Baldrick’s “Shave for a Cure” 

June 5
th
: Youth Trip to Cradles to Crayons (Boston) & Graduation Sunday 

June 12th:  Children’s Sunday 

Mission Trip Fundraising Events 

 

Saturday, May 6
th
- Indoor Community 

Yard Sale 

Drop off unwanted items to sell... pro-

ceeds will support the Mission trip. 

 

Sunday, May 7
th
- Bowl-A-Thon 

Following service we will go to Funspot 

 

Sunday, 21
st
 - Car Wash during Service 

Thanks to everyone who has donated to 

this year’s Mission Trip to Puerto Rico.  If 

you would still like to make a donation, 

please drop it off in the church office. 



  

 

12th Annual GCC Family Car Cruise Night 

Wednesday, May 17th   

5:00 p.m. until dark 

(rain date: Thursday, May 24th) 

Vehicle and spectator entry is free! 

There will be a BBQ offered by Ellie Murphy.  Menu consists of pulled pork, hot dogs, baked 

beans, coleslaw, pasta salad, pickles, and chips.  Brownies and cookies will be offered for des-

sert.  Soft drinks and bottled water will also be available. Cost is $12.00 in advance.  Reservations 

are required and must be paid for by Monday, May 15th.  There might be a  

limited amount of tickets available at the gate for $15.00. 

There will be music during dinner and a 50/50 raffle!  

 

Please make your check payable to: Gilford Community Church, memo GNO cruise. 

For more information contact: 

Don Allard 603.279.1070; Bill Littlefield 603.528.4394; Dennis Franciosi 603.524.8384 

Save the Date 

Thursday, May 11th  7:30 p.m.   

Pemigewasset Choral Society’s  

Spring Concert will be held in our  

sanctuary.  

 

Admission by donation. 

 

I would like to thank the Care 

and Concern Committee and 

all their wonderful volunteers 

for their ongoing help with 

my weekly transportation to 

LRGH for my lifesaving kidney dialysis treatments. 

Also for the delicious meals I received when I was 

unable to prepare them. 

I especially thank the committee co-chairmen Barba-

ra Allard and Nancy Peterson for their scheduling of 

my transportation and meals. I am so grateful to all 

of you. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

 

Carole Hopper 

Village Knolls 



  

 

 

           Support our Veterans this Memorial Day Weekend! 
 

 

One of America's top vocal impersonators, Jay Gates, will take the stage at the newly renovat-

ed Inter-Lakes Community Auditorium on Saturday May 27th at Inter-Lakes High School, 

located on Rte. 25 in Meredith. He will be performing at a benefit for Gilford based Camp 

Resilience - helping those who have served bounce back in mind, body, and spirit. 
 

A high-energy reenactment of everything you have ever seen or heard about the legendary staging and music of Rod 

Stewart and Barry Manilow, complete with live back-up band and a huge video screen, this is will dazzle you and 

your friends!   
 

No one does Rod Stewart and Barry Manilow like Jay Gates. A graduate of Berklee College in Boston, his remark-

able vocal range and physical transformations will convince you that you are seeing and hearing these two music 

icons. By purchasing a ticket for $27.50, you will enjoy great music, food and beverages, while supporting Camp 

Resilience. Complimentary snacks and desserts may be enjoyed at 7:00 P.M. and the concert begins at 7:45 P.M. 
 

This is the 6th "We Care" concert organized by Temple B'nai Israel (TBI) of Laconia, in which the net  

ticket proceeds are donated to a local, deserving non-profit. 

 

TBI is delighted to welcome Camp Resilience in Gilford as the beneficiary of net profits from this event. The Camp’s 

mission is to provide sustained, comprehensive programs to help wounded warriors recover physical, mental and 

emotional well-being. Using the scenic beauty of the Lakes Region of New Hampshire as its backdrop and home 

base, Camp Resilience provides sports, adventure activities and life skills training for these veterans.  In addition 

participants receive continued support through ongoing networking and follow-up programs. Goals are to help 

them: 

 

• Find meaning and purpose in life  

• Develop strong family and community relationship skills  

• Avoid and overcome destructive and addictive behavior  

• Learn financial management  

 • Develop job search, resume and interview skills  

 • Make life count and pass this on to others through the power of example  

 

More information on Camp Resilience may be found on their website: http://prli.us/ 
 

We thank event sponsors Golden View Heath Care and Meredith Village Savings Bank for their support of Camp 

Resilience.             

 

 
 

 

Even if you can’t attend the concert, you may still make a contribution to this great cause. A program book includ-

ing dedications will be distributed that evening, with names and messages honoring military family, friends and 

loved ones. For a donation of $10.00, your message of honor or remembrance will be included, and your entire 

donation will benefit the work of Camp Resilience. 
 

Questions about the event or donations may be directed to info@tbinh.org. For more information, to make a dedi-

cation donation, or to order tickets, please go to www.tbinh.org. 

 

What better way to celebrate Memorial Day than by supporting Camp Resilience and the great work they do for 
our veterans!  Hope to see you there. 

http://prli.us/
mailto:info@tbinh.org
http://www.tbinh.org


  

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 

 

2 

 

3 4 
 

 

10:30a 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

5 6 
Indoor Community Yard 

Sale 

7 

10am 

Worship 

 

Confirmation 

 

Bowl-a–thon 

 

Outreach Expo 

8 

11:30-2:30 
Senior Momentum 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

9 

 

10 11 

10:30a 

Adult Book Study 

 

Pemi Choir 

(7:30pm) 

12 

Ladies Night Out 

(6pm) 

13 

Cradles to  Crayons 

(8am-4pm) 

 

Spring Clean-up 

(7am) 

14 

 

 

15 
6:30pm 

Council Mtg 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

16 

 

17 

Family Car Cruise 

Night 5pm 

18 

 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6p 

Chancel Choir 

 

19 20 
Senior Breakfast and 

Bingo 9-10:30am 

21 
 

10am 

Worship 

 

Car Wash during 

Service 

22 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

23 24 25 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6p 

Chancel Choir 

26 

Friendly Kitchen 

27 
 

28 

10am 

Worship 

 

29 
 

30 

 

31    

 

May 2017 
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