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10th   Family Sweetheart Gala 

11th   St Patrick’s Day Dinner    

16th   Guys’ Night Out  

17th   Ladies’ Night Out 

         

  

 

See calendar on page 14 for  

additional March events. 

 

   

 

   March At A Glance... 
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Monday night the new Church Council met for the 
first time. It was wonderful to welcome some new 
members:  Thom Francoeur and Molly Notkin from 
the Outreach Committee and Nancy Carsen from our 
Membership Committee.  Membership Committee co-
chair Jessica Carder was unable to attend the meet-
ing due to an illness.  It’s important to have some 

new people and new ideas, just as it is important to have some 
“seasoned vets” who know the ropes. 
 
Jessica Fleck was re-elected council chair.  Jessi has done a wonderful 
job the past two years in that role.  Jessi is especially gifted at empow-
ering people to pursue their passions.  She’s also quite organized and 
is the church’s Melcher Prescott insurance agent in her role as  
Commercial Lines Senior Account Manager. 
 
Jessi asked each committee chair to work with their committees to  
develop goals for the new year.  The goals will be discussed at the April 
meeting; after which we will communicate them with you.  
 
We had a lively discussion as we talked about the ways we could do a 
better job at telling our story beyond the walls of the church.  While we 
want to avoid the temptation of “tooting our own horn”, we certainly 
don’t want to be the best kept secret in the Lakes Region.    
 
We also agreed to tackle three important capital projects that include 
painting the breezeway connector between the church and youth cen-
ter, some steeple repair work, replacing the damaged courtyard side-
walk, and residing by replacing/painting the old clapboards on the 
front and side of the church.   We’ll share more information about this 
project as it materializes, as well as the opportunities for how you 
might participate in helping us accomplish this important work.   
 
It’s a real pleasure to work with such positive forward thinking people.  
They, I do believe, reflect the hopeful spirit of our church. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michael 



  

 

 

New to our church?  Would you like 
to learn more about it?  Would you 

like to join the church?   
 

Come join Rev. Michael Graham 

and others to learn about our 
church and what we can offer you.  

 
Our next Meet n’ Greet, will be held 
on Sunday, March 12th after the 

worship service in Conference  
Room A. 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057  

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 

 

Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

gcc@metrocast.net 

Sylvie Couture, Administrative Assistant 

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Carolyn Ames,  Music Director/Organist 

AJ Coppola, Choir Director 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth & Family Programs  

 gccscott@metrocast.net 

Rick Edson, Treasurer 

rick.edson99@gmail.com 

Jane Karagianis, Financial Accountant 

gccjane@metrocast.net  

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  9:00 to 2:00 pm 

 

THE OFFICE IS CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY 
 

 Village Newsletter    *   Gilford Community Church  *           Issue  3  *                 March 2017   *        Page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March Birthdays 

 
01 Sandy Stafford 
02 Barbara Daniell 
03 Nicole Maiorano, Karlyn Brown,  
             Grace Lopardo, Richard Snow 
04 Carey Fay Blandford, Clark    
             Blackwelder, Ken Parker, Valerie    
             Chase 
05         Roger Bailey, Thais Whitehead 
06 Eston Ross 
07 Abigail Watson 
08 Rich Milligan 
09 David Greenlaw, Marilyn Goodwin 
11 Melanie Nix, Rachel Bauer 
13        Jennifer Boucher 

14 Cindie Graham, Malte Mueller 
18        Barry Arvidson 
19        Shirley Snow 
20        Bryan Bailey, Lorie Gallien 
21       Sue Allen, Lola Whitehead, Molly Notkin 
22        Wendy Boysen 
23        Ann Dawson 
27        Rick Nelson 
28        Connor Leggett  
30        Peter Sawyer 
31        Isabella Bryant 

 

March Anniversaries 

 
 03                  Grace & Tom Lopardo             1979 

 15         Cindie & Michael Graham         1980 

 

 

 

 



  

 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER 
SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 2017  6:00 p.m. 

FELLOWSHIP HALL in the Gilford Community Church 

$15.00 per person   ($5 for children under 12) 

Menu 

Traditional Corned Beef and Cabbage 

Potatoes/Onions/Carrots            

Homemade Irish Soda Bread 

Homemade Carrot Cake 

Coffee/Tea provided 

(or bring your own beverage) 

 

For reservations,  please call Eloise at 986-6723 or eloise@metrocast.net 

Help needed with set-up, decorating, baking, serving, and clean-up. 
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We hope everyone has enjoyed the chancel choir 

in February.  While the weather was cold we kept 

our voices warm with some spirituals celebrating 

Black History Month, “Shine on Me” and “Keep 

Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”.  You can 

look forward to beautiful music for Lent in 

March.   

We were happy to have Shawn Chase join us 

again playing Bass Guitar with the anthems and 

hymns.  If you have any musical talents, we 

would love to hear about them.  Or better yet, join the choir!  See Carolyn 

or myself after a church service or head down to rehearsal—every Thurs-

day night from 6-7pm in the sanctuary. 

 

Musically Yours, 

 

Carolyn & AJ 

Care and Concern Committee  
The month of March will be the Care and Concern 

Committee's volunteer recruitment month.  Please 

sign up to help the committee provide services to our 

church families.  Forms will be included in the Sun-

day bulletin during March or you can speak to a committee mem-

ber during coffee hour.  Assistance is needed with providing a 

meal,  transportation to a medical or other appoint-

ment,  visitation, or light handyman help. 

In preparation for Palm Sunday on April 9th, the Bell 

Choir will be practicing on the following dates: 

                             March 19th  

                             March 26th 

                             April 2nd 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available SOON in the Church Office and the GHS Counselors Office! 

 

 

GILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is made possible by grants from the Robert and Barbara Daniell Family Foundation.  The schol-

arship was established in 1996, and has helped hundreds of students attend the college of their choice, and to 

become all that they can be. This scholarship is for students who have a B academic average or better and meet 

at least one of the following: an active member of Gilford Community Church; a graduate of Gilford High 

School, or received a scholarship from us the previous year.  Once a student is awarded a grant for their fresh-

man year, it is the intention of the scholarship guidelines to award similar grants throughout his/her undergradu-

ate years, assuming the grade point averages are maintained. 

 

Questions?  Contact scholarship committee chair Dale Dormody: 

(ddormody@piperwebs.com or 731-2336.) 

 

HOOK MEMORIAL AWARD 

This financial award is given each year to a senior at GHS and an active member of our church.  An applicant 

must display academic promise, wholesome character, and a significant concern for others, with an intention to 

pursue further education.  These applications are available in the church office.  Recipients are chosen by mem-

bers of the GCC Educational Ministries Committee. 

 

BERGHAHN FAMILY NURSING SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is offered by the Walter Berghahn family.  A student must have a B average or better for their 

latest semester or year, and meet at least one of the following: 

 An active member of the church. 

 A graduate of a local Lakes Region high school. 

 Received a Nursing Scholarship the previous year. 

 Be actively enrolled in a Nursing Career Program (for those returning to school).  

 

To be eligible for a renewal of the scholarship, a student must have a B academic average or better for the latest 

semester in a nursing program, and meet at least one of the following:  received a scholarship from us the previ-

ous year, and/or be actively enrolled in a Nursing Career program for the fall of the current year. 
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24th Annual Francoeur/Babcock Memorial  

Basketball Tournament 

Thursday, March 9 – Sunday, March 12, 2017 

The tournament will host twelve area teams consisting of boys 

& girls in grades 3-6 at the Gilford Middle School. 

This invitational tournament is held in memory of Aaron T. Francoeur who was a thirteen year old Gilford 

Middle/High school student when he succumbed to cancer in the summer of 1993.  Nathan Babcock’s 

name was added in 2006 after he lost his battle with cancer in the fall of 2005.  Proceeds from this  

tournament are awarded through the Aaron T. Francoeur Memorial Scholarship Fund and the Nate  

Babcock Scholarship Fund  to provide deserving students with financial aid while furthering their  

post-high school education.  Many former players and scholarship recipients return each year to help at the 

tournament, be it officiating, scoring, timing, selling tickets and t-shirts, or working at the concession stand. 

Thursday, March 9th 

Junior Division (Coed)          Gilford vs. Lou Athanas at 5:00 p.m. 

Junior Division (Coed)          Gilmanton vs. Sanbornton at 6:15 pm 

Senior Girls Division             Gilford vs. Sanbornton at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Friday, March 10th 

Senior Girls Division              Lou Athanas vs. Belmont at 5:00 p.m. 

Senior Boys Division              Gilford vs. Sanbornton at 6:15 pm 

Senior Boys Division              Lou Athanas vs Belmont at 7:30 p.m. 

On Saturday, March 11th, games will begin at 8am, and the last game of the day will be played at 

6pm.  On Sunday, March 12th, the Championship round games are scheduled to begin at 9am. 

The tournament is open to the public, and everyone, young and old alike, is invited to attend.  The 

admission fee is $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for children.  A Tournament Family Pass (all games) is 

also available for $10.00.  Children not of school age, coaches, and players are free.  Be sure to mark 

your calendars now and come join us for some great basketball, positive competition, good sports-

manship, and community spirit! 

These games are sponsored by the Gilford Parks and Recreation Department. 

The tournament this year will consist of the following division and teams: 

Junior (coed) Division (grades 3 and 4)- Gilford, Gilmanton, Lou Athanas, and Sanbornton 

Senior Girls Division (grades 5 and 6)- Gilford, Belmont, Lou Athanas, and Sanbornton/Pines 

Senior Boys Division (grades 5 and 6)- Gilford, Belmont, Lou Athanas, and Sanbornton 

                      Page 9 



  

 

    Village Newsletter  *  Gilford Community Church *           Issue 3  *            March 2017  *         Page 10 

COFFEE HOUR 

 
If you are interested in 
volunteering to help out 
with coffee hour or if you 

have questions, please contact Bea at 
832-3195 or snows@metrocast.net.  

The first Sunday of every month is  
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY and  

members/non-members are invited to bring 
donations to church with them. 

 

Food Pantry requests for the month of  
March:    
 

alfredo sauce 
mayonnaise 

peanut butter and jelly 
canned Stew 
dried Fruit 

nuts 
couscous 
tea/coffee 

 
 

For New Beginnings:  
(Please label these donations “New Beginnings” and 
bring to the church foyer):  

   

bleach 
carpet cleaner 
paper towels 

boost or ensure 
saltines 
soups 

peanut butter 

FRIENDLY KITCHEN 
is Friday, March 24th.   
Please sign up down-
stairs on the bulletin 

board to volunteer. 
The Friendly Kitchen Committee 
serves lunch at the Salvation Army at 
noon.  The menu consists of Ameri-
can chop suey and brownies. 

Deadline to submit for 

the April Newsletter is  

Tuesday, March 21st.  

Church Attendance for  

February 

 5th          226     

 12th        149    

            19th    175  

           26th       ?  
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2017 Mission Trip Meeting 

Sunday, March 12th 

 
We will have our first of several Mission 

Trip meetings on Sunday March 12,  

following service.  We will be discussing 

our fundraising schedule. 

Senior Breakfast and Bingo 

Saturday, March 18th , 9-10:30am 
We will continue our monthly breakfast and 

bingo for residents at the Gilford Village 

Knolls. 

All ages are invited to help.  Please be at the 

church by 8:15am. 

Confirmation Schedule 

March 5th- Church visit: 

Christian Science Church 

March 19th- Gathering with 

Mentors 

**Save the Date** 

The Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Craft 

Day will take place on Sunday, April 9th, 

following service.  

Friday, March 10, 6-9pm 

@ The Gilford Youth Center 

 

The GYC will be hosting the 1st Annual "Family 

Sweetheart Gala" on Friday, March 10th at 6pm. 

Come walk the red carpet, enjoy dinner, and 

dance the night away with family and friends.  

 

This is a community event for all ages!! 

Parents, caregivers, grandparents and children 

will enjoy a glamorous and magical evening  

together.  The night will also feature a photo 

booth, chocolate fountain and a family-friendly 

raffle.  

Sign up by March 6th, at gilfordyouthcenter.com 

 

We are currently planning a trip to a Boston 

Celtics Game.  We need 10-15 youth/adults  

interested in going. 

Please contact Scott for additional  

information. 

Children’s Choir 

The Children’s Choir will begin rehearsing for their 

Easter performance on Sunday, March 5th. 

Rehearsal will take place during Sunday school, and 

will continue each Sunday until Easter. 



  

 

Guys’ Night Out 

Speaker: Chief Anthony Bean Burpee 

On Thursday, March 16, 2017, Chief Anthony Bean Burpee will be discussing 

policing in the Lakes Region at the Gilford Community Church’s Guy’s Night 

Out Program.  This social event is open to all men in the Lakes Region and be-

gins at 5:30pm in the church’s Fellowship Hall located at 19 Potter Hill Road.  

Following the social hour, a great meal will be served by Ellie Murphy.  Chief 

Bean Burpee will discuss the challenges law enforcement is facing regarding the 

policing of communities in today’s society and will also discuss concerns facing 

the Lakes Region.  The job of police in keeping community citizens and visitors 

safe is becoming more complex each year. 

Please make reservations by March 13th by calling the church office at 524-6057.  The cost of  

attendance is $12.00 per person for this event. 

Ladies’ Night Out 

 

 

 

 
  Speaker: Kathleen Arenstam, Licensed Massage/Reiki Therapist 

  Topic:  Massage Therapy for Stress, Pain Management, and Wellness 

  Date:   Friday, March 17, 2017 

  Time:  6pm 

  Catered by: Ellie Murphy 

  Cost:  $12.00 

 

Please make reservations with Carolyn Ames by Monday, March 13th. 

998-4044 or willows2@metrocast.net 

You can also sign up in the Fellowship Hall on March 5th and 12th. 
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Hands Across The Table (HATT) – Feeding the Local Community  

 

The 6th annual Hands Across the Table Soupathon fund-raiser was held at Sacred Heart Parish Hall in Laconia on Fri-
day, February 17th.  Hundreds of people came out to enjoy the international fare, including a contingent from GCC. The 
menu featured soups representing 10 different countries, Middle Eastern salads, and cookies also made from recipes 
around the world.  Our own Eloise Post contributed a big pot of Colcannon Irish Soup made with potatoes, onions and 
cabbage…delicious!   (*Content below found at Hands Across The Table - Laconia, NH FaceBook page.) 

 

*Founded in June 2011, Hands Across The Table offers a free sit-down dinner each WEDNESDAY from 4:30PM to 
6:00PM at the St. Andre Bessette Parish Hall on Gilford Ave. in Laconia (behind Sacred Heart Church). Doors open at 
4:00PM. Guests include those in financial need, in poor health, or in need of fellowship and support, as well as the 
homeless and the elderly. An average of 100-140 guests attend each supper. Primarily from Laconia, others come from 
15 surrounding towns. Usually there are between 15-20 children in attendance; in the summers there are as many as 
25. 

 

*With offerings typical of home-cooked meals, the menus are well-balanced including quality protein and a variety of 
vegetables and fruits. Because of judicious meal planning and generous donors, HATT is able to provide healthy meals 
that do not rely primarily on inexpensive starches.  
 

*HATT is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization, dependent upon grants, fundraisers, and donations of food and money. 
Their Mission: To feed all who are hungry in body and spirit. We do so willingly and with compassion and understand-
ing.  HATT Board members organize the program, plan menus, procure foods and donations, line up volunteer help 
and are present and active at each meal. Rotating volunteer organizations prepare food, serve, and clean up. 

 

Over the years, many folks from GCC have volunteered on the HATT Board and/or on the church’s HATT Volunteer 
Team.   (Several have also participated with other community group volunteer teams as well.)  Currently GCC assists 
with these free Wednesday meals four times a year. Our Team schedule for 2017 is MARCH 29th, MAY 31st, AUGUST 

30th and NOVEMBER 29th. If you would like to participate in some way, please contact our Team Leader, Eloise Post.  

She may be reached by email at eloise@metrocast.net or phone at 986-6723.  It’s a fun time for a good cause! 

GCC Outreach Committee - Thom Francoeur & Molly Notkin, Co-Chairs  

It was a full house at the HATT Soupathon! 
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       2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 2 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

3 4 

 

5 

10am 

Worship 

 

Children’s Choir 

Rehearsal 

6 
11:30-2:30 

Senior Momentum 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

7 

 

8 9 

10:30a 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

10 

Family  

Sweetheart Gala 

(6-9pm) 

11 

 

12 

10am 

Worship/Hymn 

Sing 

 

 

13 
8:30-12p 

Senior Breakfast 

6:30pm 

Council Mtg 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

14 15 16 
10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

5:30p 

Guys’ Night Out 

 

6p 

Chancel Choir 

17 

 

18 
 

9-10:30am 

Senior Breakfast 
and Bingo 

19 
10am 

Worship 

 

11:15am 

Outreach  

Committee Mtg 

 

 

 

 

21 22 23 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6p 

Chancel Choir 

24 

Friendly Kitchen 

 

25 

 

 

26 

10am 

Worship 

 

 

27 
 

11:30-2p 

Senior Momen-

tum 

 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

28 29 30 31  


