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 June 10th  Opechee Garden Sale 

 

 June 11th  Children’s Day and Graduation Sunday

             

 June 18th  Father’s Day         

          

 June 19/20th  Christ Quest                      

See calendar on page 12 for additional June events. 
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New to our church?  Would you like to learn 

more about it?  Would you like to join the 

church?   

 

Come join Rev. Michael Graham and others 

to learn about our church and what we can 

offer you.  

 
Watch this space for notice of the next Meet 

and Greet, held on a Sunday after worship in 

conference room A. 

 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057  

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 

Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

gcc@metrocast.net 

Sylvie Couture, Administrative Assistant 

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Carolyn Ames,  Music Director/Organist 

AJ Coppola, Choir Director 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth & Family Programs  

 gccscott@metrocast.net 

Rick Edson, Treasurer 

rick.edson99@gmail.com 

Carl Carder, Financial Technician 

gccfinance@metrocast.net 

     Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  9:00 to 2:00 pm 

THE OFFICE IS CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY 

 
 
 
 

 
1 Kathryn Dormody 
3 Gordon Denley, Christina  

Northup, Heidi Kephart 
4             Alex Stowe, Emily Hanf 
9 Landon McLane 
10 Nan Fay, Pamela Clark, Jack Carder 
11 Sarah Snow, Ellie Murphy, Katey  
               Fecteau 
13          Dennis Franciosi 
15 Linda Keniston, Joline Wernig 
16 Glenn Dewhirst 
18 Kathleen Hopper, Arhus Babcock 
19 John Baxter, Allan Whitney, Steven Melbourne 
20 John Colby 
21 Gerrie McKenna, Megan Wernig, Kayla Vieten 
               Paul Buckley, Jessica Carder 
23 Laurel Greenlaw, Steven Snow 
25 Sally Clark 
26 Rebecca Thompson 
27          Mark Chatterton,  Jonena Miller 
               Grant Workman 

28 Karina Tomlinson 
29 Cynthia Castillo, Vincent Fleck 

 

 

June Anniversaries 
2 Heather & Joel Glenn Wixson   1990 
3 Michael & Heidi Fecteau            1995 
4 Michael & Lynne Baron     1988 
 Jolene & Joe Wernig                 1988 
               Roy & Nancy Carsen                1965 
 7            Kent & Robin Baron                1980 
11 Nancy & Dick Peterson              1955 
13 Amy & John Baxter                    1990 
14          Mark and Dru Chatterton       1975 
17          Beatrice & Richard Snow        2000 
18 Sally & Jack Clark                    1960   
               Bob and Anita Souter                  1967 
22           Kyle & Meghan Baron                 2013          
               Renny & Linda Ilg                       1972 
25 Kathy & Jerry Lacroix       1966     
29          Kevin & Amy Tripp                  2002           
28          Paul & Lisa Buckley                    1991 
29          Stu & Wendy Boysen                  1968 
30          Carolyn Drake/Roger Bailey        1979                 
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“Eyes will shine but not as bright 
arms will hold, but not as tight 
when a word is only spoken.  
So give it feeling, give it rhyme 

play it in four quarter time 
sing it with a heart wide open.” 

Peter Mayer 

 
It is hard to underestimate the significant contribution music makes to our 

worship service.  In early June, our choir will sing for the last time until Old Home 

Day Sunday.  I’d like to thank them for all the beautiful music they provide Sunday 
after Sunday.  I’ve heard that not everyone enjoys seeing the choir procession, but I 

love the dramatic entrance and watching all those singers process forward.  For 
some this is a real challenge:  walking, reading their music, and singing simultane-
ously.   (It’s not as easy as you might think, especially with some of the hymns that 

the minister selects.)  Choir members come every Thursday for practice and they 
show up at all our special services.  I appreciate their faithful dedication, but even 
more than that, I love the wonderful music they produce week after week.   

 
I love too, watching AJ direct the choir.  I’m grateful for his eclectic taste in 

music.  His gregarious enthusiasm is infectious.  I don’t know many things for cer-
tain, but this I do know:  Carolyn is a very talented organist/pianist and by far the 
most pleasant organist I’ve ever worked with. How many relatively small churches 

like ours are blessed to have a May Stewart, Jane Rollins and Judy Buswell all of 
whom are talented organist/keyboardist?  Then there’s Alex Stewart – he gets a 

sentence of his own – I could watch and listen to him play for hours.  The past few 
months, we also have been blessed to welcome back guitarist Shawn Chase.  Many 
a Sundays we get to listen to AJ, Will Gunn, Alex and May playing their trumpet or 

trombone.  Then there’s Ginny Barunas who is an outstanding flutist.  We have too 
many gifted soloist to name, but their voices enhance the service every time they 

sing.  Finally, three or four times a year, our Bell Choir, beautifully rings-a-way.  
This is better than heaven for we don’t have to die to experience it.   

 

I hope none of us ever take this for granted.  If you’ve ever sat through a wor-
ship service filled with poorly performed music, you’ll know what I mean.  That’s 
something we don’t have to be concerned with, however.   

 
I think the late Irish poet said it best:  “Music is what language would love to 

be if it could.” 
 
So to everyone involved with making music at the Gilford Community Church 

– thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 

Sincerely and lovingly, 
  
The Whistling Reverend 



  

 

 

 

Congratulations Graduates!!! 

James Buckley-  Will be attending the University of 

Rhode Island as a Nursing Major 

Daisy Medeiros-  Accepted into Dean College to 

pursue her dream of becoming a Prima Ballerina 

while continuing to study the business industry to 

ensure that dance, in some form, will always be a 

part of her life 

Grant Workman–  Will be attending the University 

of New Hampshire,  Peter T. Paul College of Busi-

ness and Economics. 

Erich Berghahn– Graduated from the Universi-

ty of New Hampshire, BS in Marine Science. 

Abby Ross– Graduated from the University of 

Vermont with a Master of Science degree in 

Data Science & Complex Systems 

Jesse Ross– Graduated from the University of 

New Hampshire, Bachelor of Science, Environ-

mental Engineering  

          Prayer Line 

If you would like prayer support 

for yourself or for a loved one, 

call our Prayer Line Coordinator, 

Brian Arenstam, at 520-6034.   

 

STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL 

Father’s Day cards will be sold at cof-

fee hour on June 4th and 

June 11th.   

 

Purchase a card for $5.00 

“in honor of” or in “in 

memory of” a father in your life, and 

the dedication will be printed in the 

Sunday bulletin on  

Father’s Day, June 18th. 

 

All proceeds from the sale will go to 

the Church World Service to provide 

tools for those in crisis or in need 

throughout the world. 

Church Chuckle 

A kindergarten teacher was walking around observing her classroom of children while they were drawing 

pictures. As she got to one girl who was working diligently she asked what the drawing was. 

      The girl replied, "I'm drawing God." 

      The teacher paused and said, "But no one knows what God looks like." 

      Without looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, "They will in a minute."  

Church Happenings... 

The Summer Fair is coming!! 

August 25th & 26th 

Our fair will be held on the 

church grounds, fellowship 

hall, and in the Youth Center.  

There will be Chuck Wagon hamburgers 

and hot dogs, ice cream, fried dough, music, 

and more!! 

White Elephant donations will be accepted.  

Stay tuned for item drop off dates. 

 



  

 

As the season changes, the choir begins its summer vacation.  Some of you 

may be wondering...why does the choir need a break?  Cer-

tainly not because of tired voices—we are always ready to 

sing!  It is instead so that we can have so many amazing sum-

mer musicians!  Voices and instruments will be filling the 

summer sanctuary and it will surely be a wonderful season of 

music. 

We want to highlight some of the wonderful things the choir has done this 

month.  Many of our members sang with the Pemi Choral Society in the 

Faure requiem, including Cindie, Carol, Ginny and AJ, all conducted by Will 

Gunn.  We also had the men sing on Mother’s Day and gave the females in 

the choir a day off to enjoy!  We are certainly blessed to have so many talent-

ed men to sing with our choir! 

It’s never too late to join the choir.  If you have been thinking about it, talk to 

Carolyn or AJ after a service and they can tell you about the Old Home Day 

choir—it’s a great intro to our program. 

 

Muscially Yours, 

Carolyn and AJ 
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As you may have already heard, we have some significant maintenance project to work on this 

year.  There are 4 primary areas of concern we are addressing this year. Our goal is to restore them 

in such a way that is as long lasting and low maintenance as possible.  They are as follows: 

  Bell Tower– The deteriorating railing is to be replaced by the Facil-

ities Committee, followed by the entire structure being stripped, sanded, 

and painted professionally.   

  Breezeway– The paint is chipping away in several areas, exposing 

vulnerable wood siding to the elements.  The breezeway will be profes-

sionally stripped, sanded, and painted. 

   Office courtyard sidewalk– The previous cement sidewalk was 

breaking down in areas, causing a safety hazard and eye sore.  The en-

tire walkway was recently replaced with durable, esthetic concrete pavers 

that are low maintenance and long lasting.    

   Sanctuary siding– The original wooden siding on the front and side of sanctuary was begin-

ning to break down.  It was decided to replace the siding with more durable fiber cement siding that 

is lower maintenance and consistent with the rest of the siding on our facility.   

Derek Blackwelder, Keith Gandini, and Robert Souter 

Facilities Committee 



  

 

    Village Newsletter  *  Gilford Community Church *           Issue 6 *            June 2017  *         Page 6 

We are looking for people to 

host coffee hour following the 

worship service.  If you would 

provide a food item or two, 

or be a part of the clean up crew it 

would be greatly appreciated!  Please contact Jes-

si Fleck at jfleckjr@metrocast.net or 728-5671 if 

you can help. 

 

 

                            

The first Sunday of every month is  

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY and  

members/non-members are invited to bring 

donations to church with them. 

 

Food Pantry requests for the month of  

June:      
  

  Toilet Paper 

  Pasta Sauce 

  Maple Syrup 

  Applesauce 

  Instant Mashed Potato 

  Mayonnaise 

  Jelly 

  Tuna Fish 

 

        

For New Beginnings:  
(Please label these donations “New Beginnings” and 

bring to the church foyer):  

 

  Paper Towels 

  Toilet Paper 

  Laundry Soap 

  Body Wash 

  Bleach 

  Plastic Water Cups 

  Powdered Instant Iced Tea     

FRIENDLY KITCHEN 

is Friday, June 23rd.   

Please sign up down-

stairs on the bulletin 

board to volunteer. 

The Friendly Kitchen Committee 

serves lunch at the Salvation Army at 

noon.  The menu consists of a choice 

of tuna, chicken or egg salad sandwich, 

a green salad, brownies and ice cream. 

The deadline to submit for 

the July Newsletter is 

Wednesday,  June 21st. 

Church Attendance for May 

   7th  215 
 
 14th  155 
 
 21st  217 
 
 28th  155 
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Youth News                             June 2017Youth News                             June 2017Youth News                             June 2017   

Saturday, June 3
rd
, 9-12 

@ The Gilford Youth Center 

Congrats to Our 

2017 Graduates!!! 

Children’s Sunday 

& 

Graduation  Sunday 

June 11th 

Join us for our end of the year celebration, 

with a children-themed service.  We will  

also be recognizing our high school and  

college graduates. 

   Following service we will have a picnic in 

the courtyard (hamburgers and hot dogs). 

Members are encourage to bring a dish to 

share (salad, dessert, etc). 

CHRIST QUEST  

June 19-20 

Christ Quest is an annual local mission 

project. 

For two days we will be working at the 

home of a local resident, cleaning,  

landscaping, painting, etc. 

All ages are invited to attend one or both 

days. (9am-1pm) 



  

 

A Peek at the Past 

  Cross-Examining... 

F or more than 50 years, 

the Crosses in our       

former and current   Sanc-

tuaries have been neither 

old nor rough, as so vividly 

described in the widely  

popular Christian hymn, 

“The Old Rugged Cross”.  

Instead they were fashioned 

from smooth and lustrous 

wood by two skilled crafts-

men who were also church 

members and Gilford resi-

dents: Walker Weed  and  

Harold Dexter.      

Walker Weed - Master Craftsman 

A view from the “loft”, where Steve Anthony still rings the 

church bell each Sunday, shows the Walker Weed cross that    

resided in GCC’s  previous Sanctuary for close to six decades.  



  

 

A Peek at the Past ~ Yesterdays at our Church  

In the early 1960s Walker Weed, a highly regarded studio 
craftsman, built the cross that graced the altar of the previous 
Sanctuary. His original workshop, established in 1948 and 
known as “The Gilford Workshop”, was located across the street 
from the church and included Gary Allen and Gus Pitou as part-
ners. The trio specialized in white pine reproductions of early 
American furniture.  In 1951, Walker downsized and moved the 
studio to his home on Weeks Road. Joan Weed Montagne of  
Bozeman, Montana, remembers her father at work on this cross.  

Walker’s craft was influenced by the Shakers and the simple  
elegance of Scandinavian design. His skills attracted Dartmouth 
College and he became the Director of the their Crafts Program 
where he remained until 1981. Weed’s awards and citations    
accumulated. He was a founder and trustee of the American 
Crafts Society and later selected as a Fellow in 1992.  In 2008, he 
received the Award of Distinction from the Furniture Society and 
in 2010, the Lifetime Achievement Award from the League of 
NH Craftsmen.  His work is included in the Currier Museum of 
Arts in Manchester, the MFA in Boston, and in the permanent 
collection of the League of NH Craftsmen.  Walker Weed died in 
Bozeman, MT at the age of 95. 

Left: Walker Weed in the wood-

working shop at Dartmouth        

College 

Center and Right:  Two award-

winning items by Walker Weed:  

“A Hanging Chair” and a “Walnut 

Low Table with Enamel Tiles”   

The chair is currently on exhibit 

Left: Harold Dexter and his wife Mary at 

their Gilford home.  They built a cottage 

on Welch Island in 1951 where they still 

spend every possible moment of their 

summers.   Above: The current Sanctuary 

and the  Harold Dexter cross 

The cross in today’s Sanctuary was crafted by 

Dr. Harold Dexter, a retired dentist from 

Saugus, MA. Harold had also honed his     

carpentry skills alongside his father who was 

a professional cabinet maker. “I guess they 

knew that, as they asked me to build them a 

new cross that would fit our new Sanctuary," 

he explains. Using oak wood, quarter sawn to 

highlight the grain of the wood and donated 

by Eston Ross, also a GCC member, Harold 

built the cross in his basement shop. “The 

hardest part was getting the proportions right. 

So I took scrap wood to the church to see 

what my idea would look down there.  I      

enjoyed doing this, and you know,” he adds 

with a smile, “I admire Walker Weed. We 

have a cherry wood table made by him in our 

summer cottage on Welch Island!”    

The Walker Weed cross now resides in the      

stairwell leading down to the Fellowship Hall  



  

 

 

 

The Best Gift You can Give… is YOU! 

 

I hear people say: "Oh, if I were only rich, I would do great things to help people." But we can all be rich 
in love and generosity. Moreover, if we give with care, if we find out the exact wants of those who need 
our help most, we are giving our own loving interest and concern, which is worth more than all the mon-

ey in the world. ~ Albert Schweitzer 

 

Get ready…get set…SUMMER IS COMING!  So the congregation will be relaxing a bit from our usual 

busy schedule.   For a change of pace, part of your seasonal adventures might include a volun-
teer activity. Want to enjoy some time with friends or family AND “Love your neighbor…”?  Perhaps 

you could schedule a Volunteer Day together.  Or just do something special on your own.  There are 

possible “one-off” endeavors, as well as some ongoing pursuits available.  To explore potential oppor-

tunities through one of the organizations the church supports, check out their websites below.  

 

Boys & Girls Club of the Lakes Region - http://lakeskids.org/ 

 

Friendly Kitchen - www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org/outreach.html 

 

Gilford Got Lunch - http://www.gilfordgotlunch.com/ 

 

Hands Across the Table - www.facebook.com/HandsAcrossTheTable 

 

New Beginnings - http://www.newbeginningsnh.org/ 

 

New Hampshire Food Bank - https://www.nhfoodbank.org/ 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul - http://stvdplaconia.org/ 

 

Another fun possibility is seeing one of the NH area camps we assist, while in session this sum-
mer. We’ve been told they love company!  You are welcome to contact the camp directly or Molly Not-

kin will be happy to help you arrange a visit. She may be reached at 832-9178 or mpnjuggler 

@gmail.com.  A trip to Kids4Peace Interfaith Peace Camp at PSU during session from June 28th to July 

9th is already in the works. Please let Molly know ASAP if you would like to come along. 

 

Camp Sentinel - http://campsentinel.org/ 

 

The Circle Program - http://www.circleprogram.org/ 

 

Kids4 Peace Camp NH - www.k4p.org/chapters/nh/ 

 

The Mayhew Program - http://www.mayhew.org/ 

 

So head on out and lend a hand this summer.  As that old TV ad used to say, “Try it. You’ll like it.”  

http://lakeskids.org/
http://www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org/outreach.html
http://www.gilfordgotlunch.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HandsAcrossTheTable
http://www.newbeginningsnh.org/
https://www.nhfoodbank.org/
http://stvdplaconia.org/
mailto:mpnjuggler@gmail.com
mailto:mpnjuggler@gmail.com
http://campsentinel.org/
http://www.circleprogram.org/
http://www.k4p.org/chapters/nh/
http://www.mayhew.org/


  

 



  

 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

2 3 
 

St Baldrick’s “Shave for a 

Cure” 

(9-12pm) 

4 

10am 

Worship 

Communion 

 

 

 

 

5 
 

7:15pm 

Chordsmen 

6 7 8 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

9 10 

 

11 
10am  

Worship 

Children’s Sunday 

and Graduation 

Sunday 

Diaconate Mtg 

(11:15am) 

12 
Senior Momentum 

(11:30-2:30pm) 

 

Church Council 

6:30pm 

 

7:15pm 

Chordsmen 

13 

 

 

 

15 

 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

 

16 17 
 

18 
 

 

 

19 

8:30-12pm 

Senior Momentum 

 

7:15pm 

Chordsmen 

20 21 

 

22 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

23 

Friendly Kitchen 

24 
 

25 

10am 

Worship 

 

26 
11:30-2:30pm 

Senior Momentum 

 

7:15pm 

Chordsmen 

27 

 

28 29 

 
10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

30  
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