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February At A Glance... 

 5th  Boy Scout Sunday 

  High School Tea Time 

  2017 Mission Trip Meeting 

10th  Sweetheart Supper                    

11th  Mickey & Minnie’s Valentine’s Day Party     

     

    See calendar on page 16 for additional February events. 
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A few years ago, 
I totaled up the 
n u m b e r  o f 
h o u r s  o u r 
church mem-
bers donate 
throughout the 
year.  I’m sure 

my number wasn’t exact, but it 
was close.  The amount of time 
donated was both amazing and 
quite significant.  I no longer can 
find the number, but for every 
paid hour put in by our staff or 
me, there were 4-5 volunteer 
hours.  We wouldn’t have much 
of a church if it were for the hard 
work of all of you.  Think about 
the volunteers we have each Sun-
day morning.  Many Sundays we 
have 25 or more people singing in 
the choir, a head deacon, 3 greet-
ers, 4-5 coffee hour helpers, 4-5 
Sunday School teachers, some-
one in Amy’s Room, 2 people 
counting the weekly offering and 
undoubtedly a few I’m overlook-

ing.  Wow. 

 

Near the end of our annual meet-
ing yesterday, I said this, 
“Something really wonderful hap-
pen to our church on April 15, 
1984.  Does anyone remember?  
It was one of the very best things 
to ever happen to our church in 
its storied 219 years of existence.  
Someone must remember – April 

15, 1984.”   

 

No one responded, but that was 
the Sunday that Bill and Ginny 
Littlefield joined our church. I im-
agine Ray Wixson was thrilled.  
Since that day, Ginny and Bill 
have blessed our church with 
their hard working, generous 
spirits.  They served in almost 
every way imaginable, always of-
fering their best and often doing 

it behind the scene.   

 

To turn on the nightly news, one 
might never realize that the world 
is filled with lots of goodness and 
lots of good people.  I feel privi-
leged to know that Bill and Ginny 
are my friends and I am honored 

to have them in our church.   

 

I know I echo the feeling of our 
entire church family (which 
doesn’t happen all the time) when 
I say “Ginny and Bill, thank you 
for the role you have played and 
continue to play in making the 
Gilford Community Church so 
special.  You have enriched our 

lives and we are grateful.”  

 

 

Michael 
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New to our church?  Would you like 
to learn more about it?  Would you 

like to join the church?   
 

Come join Rev. Michael Graham and 
others to learn about our church and 

what we can offer you.  
 

Watch this space for notice of the 
next Meet n’ Greet, held on a Sunday 
after worship in Conference Room A. 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057  

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 

 

Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

gcc@metrocast.net 

Sylvie Couture, Administrative Assistant 

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Carolyn Ames,  Music Director/Organist 

AJ Coppola, Choir Director 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth & Family Programs  

 gccscott@metrocast.net 

Rick Edson, Treasurer 

rick.edson99@gmail.com 

Jane Karagianis, Financial Accountant 

gccjane@metrocast.net  

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  9:00 to 2:00 pm 

 

THE OFFICE IS CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY 
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February Birthdays 
 

01 Neal Miller 
02 Gail Engle 
03 Shaun Edson, David Tarbox, 
              Tom Winkelmann 
05         Nicholas Murphy, Louise Osburn,   
              Hannah Stowe 
06 Jan Briggs 
07         Matthew Zakorchemny 
08         Tom Lopardo 
09  Natalie Wermers, Dorothy O’Leary,     
              Nancy Peterson 
10 Logan Baxter 
12         Katie Bryant, Kyle Middleton,   
             Genevieve Youssef 
13 Cayden Glenn Wixson 
16 Cole Winkelmann 
17 Olivia Edson 
18 Russ Lauffer 

 
 
19          Susan Brown 
21  Donald Curtis 
22          Kathy McNamara 
23  Skye Devarney 
25          Kelli Vieten 
26  Brenda Nelson, Kris Blackwelder  
27          Esther DeBettencourt,  
              Shelly Middleton 
28 Jack Stephenson 

 

February Anniversaries 

 

 

 
07        Rich & Nancy Milligan          1970 

24        Peter & Monica Sawyer       1996 

 

 



  

 

A Warm Welcome To Our Newest Members 

David and Logan Warrender Grant Workman and  

Sylvie Couture 

Bob Smith 

Joined Our Church Family on Sunday, January 15, 2017 

 

 

Friday, February 10, 2017 

6pm 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Come as a couple or by yourself.  This 

supper is for everyone!  We will start the 

evening with appetizers, a champagne toast, a  Julia Child 

entree, and a special dessert. 

(Gluten free, vegetarian or vegan dishes available) 

$17.00 per person 

For reservations, please contact Eloise Post at 986-6723 or 

eloise@metrocast.net 

**********************************************************************************************
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As the cold sets in for January, I hope you are all finding warmth from 

our robust choir!  We are so lucky to have so 

many talented musicians who are willing to give 

their time and energy to sing in our chancel 

choir! Some January highlights include beautiful 

music for MLK Day, along with the Bell Choir 

being a Triple Threat on January 8th, accompa-

nying soloists and the choir.  Wonderful to have 

a couple of young ladies join the Bell 

Choir...Amelia and Sophia Cluett. 

After the December Advent Marathon of music, it 

continued with the Chancel Choir’s performance at the Epiphany Service 

at the United Methodist Church in Gilford.  Looking ahead, we are excit-

ed for some great music in February celebrating Black History Month. 

If you are feeling inspired, please feel free to join the choir, or perhaps 

request a favorite anthem.  Rehearsals are on Thursday nights from 6-

7pm in the sanctuary. 

 

Musically Yours, 

Carolyn & AJ 

Care and Concern Committee  

  
The month of March will be the Care and Concern 

Committee's volunteer recruitment month.  Please sign 

up to help the committee provide services to our church fami-

lies.  Forms will be included in the Sunday bulletin during March or 

you can speak to a committee member during coffee 

hour.  Assistance is needed with providing a meal,  transportation to a 

medical or other appointment,  visitation, or light handyman help. 

Brian Arenstam has agreed to coordinate the prayer 

line.  If you have a prayer concern, call Brian at 520-

6034 or email him at barenstam@metrocast.net.   

Prayer concerns are strictly confidential. 



  

 

GILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH 

2016 ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 28, 2017 

 

 

Directly after morning worship a scrumptious brunch was served in the Fellowship Hall by the 
youth group, followed by the Annual Meeting.  Alexandra Breed called the meeting to order at 
11:30 a.m.    

 

Rev. Michael Graham opened the meeting with a prayer.   

 

Michael then offered a prayer for those loved ones who passed away in 2016. 

 

Motion to adopt the minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting held January 31, 2016, moved by Steve 
Bauer and seconded by Doris MacHaffie.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unani-
mously.  

 

Motion to adopt the minutes of the Faith Proposal Meeting held October 30, 2016, moved by Rick 
Edson and seconded by Sue Allen.  There was no discussion and the motion passed unanimously.    

 

Bob Souter, Finance Chair stated that there was a surplus in last year’s budget of approximately 
$11,000.  He stated that the finance committee met with the facilities chairs as well as the archi-
tect and project manager of the renovation project and reviewed long range maintenance/
replacement issues.  They projected that we will need about $400,000.00 to maintain the property 
over the next 24 years.  A Morgan-Stanley account was set up for the maintenance reserve fund.   

 

The Village Nursery School program was also reviewed and they have donated an extra $4,000.00 
to our budget.   

 

The Youth Center program was evaluated and the Youth Center is now going to be paying for all 
their electricity and in the future will be taking on more of the utilities costs.   

 

Bob also thanked Rick Edson for all his hard work over the past six years. 

 

Rick stated that there were 123 volunteers listed in the 2016 Annual Report and individually 
thanked some of those people.  He then reviewed the 2016 actual budget and the 2017 budget.  
He stated that there was a surplus of $11,821.00 from the 2016 budget that was used to balance 
the 2017 budget.  He also stated that 83% of our budget comes from offerings.  (continued on 
page 9) 
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Motion to accept the list of committee members with the addition of Jessica Fleck as Con-
gregational Life Chair was made by Doug Hill and seconded by Doris MacHaffie.  There was 
no further discussion and the motion passed unanimously.    

 

Michael recognized the committee chairs whose terms had been fulfilled.  Those included 
Jessica Fleck, Irene Santaniello and Walter Berghahn.  He also stated that the Youth Center 
came to the church stating that they wanted to be more responsible for their utilities.  Our 
original agreement with the Youth Center is that the church will pay half the utilities.   

 

He also stated that April 15, 1984 was an important day for our church.  We welcomed new 
members, Bill and Ginny Littlefield and Michael presented them with the 2016 Outstanding 
Volunteer Award.        

 

There being no other business the meeting was closed with a prayer by Rev. Michael  
Graham.  
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Doug Hill seconded by Doris MacHaffie and the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.   

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Stacey L. Pate 
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Committee Chair/Co-Chair Email Phone Number 

Pastor/Staff Lori Marsh milo2001@metrocast.net 524-8677 

Facilities 
Keith Gandini 

Derek Blackwelder 

kgandini@danielselectriccorp.com 

blackwelder_derek@hotmail.com 

387-1755 

556-7164 

Finance Bob Souter rsoutergilford@gmail.com 527-8579 

Outreach 
Thom Francoeur 

Molly Notkin 

thomfrancoeur@allstate.com 

mpnjuggler@gmail.com 

387-8293 

832-9178 

Diaconate Sue Allen suedallen21@gmail.com 520-6859 

Membership 
Jessica Carder 

Nancy Carsen 

daisies621@hotmail.com 

ncarsen@metrocast.net 

998-5142 

387-5799 

Flower 
Sandy Stafford 

Jane Rollins 

cstafford@metrocast.net 

57pilot@metrocast.net 

366-2626 

524-9507 

Congregational 

Life 
Jessica Fleck jfleckjr@metrocast.net 728-5671 

Memorial Gifts Doris MacHaffie dcmachaffie@metrocast.net 524-1169 

Educational  

Ministries 
Rebecca Watson reds_watson@hotmail.com 293-1103 

Friendly  

Kitchen 
Muriel Middleton m35middleton@gmail.com 524-5548 

Kitchen &  

Funeral  
Eloise Post eloise@metrocast.net 986-6723 

Wixson 

Memorial  

Garden 

Patty Pike prpike@metrocast.net 491-2876 

Village Nursery 

School 
Brenda Nelson rwnelson@metrocast.net 524-1564 

Care and  

Concern 

Nancy Peterson 

Barbara Allard 

Peterson@metrocast.net 

tyroddon@metrocast.net 

366-4020 

279-1070 

    

2017 Committee Chairs 
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Available SOON in the Church Office and the GHS Counselors Office! 

 

 

GILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is made possible by grants from the Robert and Barbara Daniell Family Foundation.  The schol-

arship was established in 1996, and has helped hundreds of students attend the college of their choice, and to 

become all that they can be. This scholarship is for students who have a B academic average or better and meet 

at least one of the following: an active member of Gilford Community Church; a graduate of Gilford High 

School, or received a scholarship from us the previous year.  Once a student is awarded a grant for their fresh-

man year, it is the intention of the scholarship guidelines to award similar grants throughout his/her undergradu-

ate years, assuming the grade point averages are maintained. 

 

Questions?  Contact scholarship committee chair Dale Dormody: 

(ddormody@piperwebs.com or 731-2336.) 

 

HOOK MEMORIAL AWARD 

This financial award is given each year to a senior at GHS and an active member of our church.  An applicant 

must display academic promise, wholesome character, and a significant concern for others, with an intention to 

pursue further education.  These applications are available in the church office.  Recipients are chosen by mem-

bers of the GCC Educational Ministries Committee. 

 

BERGHAHN FAMILY NURSING SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is offered by the Walter Berghahn family.  A student must have a B average or better for their 

latest semester or year, and meet at least one of the following: 

 An active member of the church. 

 A graduate of a local Lakes Region high school. 

 Received a Nursing Scholarship the previous year. 

 Be actively enrolled in a Nursing Career Program (for those returning to school).  

 

To be eligible for a renewal of the scholarship, a student must have a B academic average or better for the latest 

semester in a nursing program, and meet at least one of the following:  received a scholarship from us the previ-

ous year, and/or be actively enrolled in a Nursing Career program for the fall of the current year. 

Page 12 



  

 

Outreach Committee  

  Belknap House Opening Soon! 

 

 

    Where Families Stay Together 

At the end of 2016, the church partnered with Belknap House, a new family shelter located at 200 Court Street in  
Laconia.  **(Denotes information found on their website, https://sites.google.com/site/l2belknaphouse/home .) 
 

**A coalition of community members, their Mission Statement is as follows: 

Belknap House’s mission is to provide families in Belknap County a safe shelter especially in cold weather months, 
when children are at risk during homelessness, and to empower families to become self sufficient and independent by 
providing opportunities of education and resources available to them.  

Currently scheduled to open in February 2017, this seasonal shelter has been in the works for over 2 years.  The need is 
great, as indicated by the following statistics: 

** NH 2014 Point In-Time Count 1/29/14 

• Total people homeless in NH: 2210 

• 970 of those individuals consist of 358 families 

• Families with children make up 44% of homeless individuals (2013 data) 

• Chronic homelessness in Belknap County increased by 400% from 2011 

Our intention is to help sustain this establishment through donations of finances, items or services required, as well as 
contributing volunteer assistance when possible.  Outreach Committee member, Sara Allen is our Belknap House con-
tact person (455-5499) and will help keep us posted on their necessities and activities.  To see current volunteer oppor-
tunities, click on Volunteer at the bottom right of their website (web address noted above).  Or contact Don House, Vol-
unteer Coordinator for details, donhouse@metrocast.net.   

 
Current Support Possibilities: 

Adopt-A-Room: In preparation for opening, Belknap House has invited community groups, individuals or families for 
monetary contributions to refurbish a specific area of the building.  If you are interested in participating, a list of room 
needs is available in the Church Office or on the Belknap House website.  GCC has already donated $2,225 to purchase 
the mattresses and materials to build 5 bunk beds for the Children’s Room.  Students at HUOT Technical Center in La-
conia are buildings the beds. 

 
Belknap House 2nd Annual Cookie Sale:  On Saturday, February 11, 2017 from 10AM-2PM at Saint Andre Bessette Parish 
Hall, 31 Gilford Avenue in Laconia.   Come take a bag, fill it with delicious cookies baked by local vendors and groups in 
the area and support Belknap House.  Cookies are sold by the pound.  

 
Please keep a lookout for more details about the Belknap House in the newsletters and in the Sunday bulletin. Mean-
while other timely particulars about their status, needs and events, as well as access to the current newsletter, may be 
found on the Belknap House FaceBook page at https://www.facebook.com/belknaphouse/ . Your interest and support 
for this fledgling organization and their important service to the families of Belknap County is much appreciated.  

 
 Page 13 
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COFFEE HOUR 

 
If you are interested in 
volunteering to help out 
with coffee hour or if you 

have questions, please contact Bea at 
832-3195 or snows@metrocast.net.  

The first Sunday of every month is  
FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY and  

members/non-members are invited to bring 
donations to church with them. 

 
Food Pantry requests for the month of  
February:    

Mayonnaise 
Spaghetti sauce 

Applesauce 
Fruit Juice 

Canned Ham 
Peanut Butter 

Jelly/Jam 
 
 
 
 

For New Beginnings:  
(Please label these donations “New Beginnings” and 
bring to the church foyer):    

Hand sanitizer 
Hand soap 

 Tea 
 Paper towels 
Rice-a-roni  

Soups 

FRIENDLY KITCHEN 
is Friday, February 24th.   
Please sign up down-
stairs on the bulletin 

board to volunteer. 
The Friendly Kitchen Committee 
serves lunch at the Salvation Army at 
noon.  The menu consists of Ameri-
can chop suey and brownies. 

Deadline to submit for 

the March Newsletter is  

Tuesday, February 21st.  

Church Attendance for  

January 

 1st              167  

 8th           193 

           15th  205 

           22nd  172 

           29th  211 
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Youth News                        February 2017Youth News                        February 2017Youth News                        February 2017   

“Sweetheart  Supper” 
Friday  February 10, 2017 

6:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship Hall 
 

High School Volunteers Needed!! 
 

We are looking for some HS volunteers to help set 
up, serve food, and clean up at this event.   

 
 

If you are able/willing, please contact Scott 

High School “Tea Time” 

Sunday, February 5  

 

We will meet in the bridal room following 

“Children’s Time”.   

Tea Time is a group discussion about life as a teen-

ager.  We discuss various topics and relate them to 

our faith.  All High School students, and friends are 

invited to join us. 

Confirmation Schedule 

Friday, February 3rd            5:15-7:30 
Temple B'nai Israel 
 
Sunday, February 12th      11:15-12:15 
Gathering with Mentors 

2017 Mission Trip Meeting 

Sunday, Feb 5th 
Following  Worship Service 

 

This meeting is for any youth and 

parents interested in attending this 

summer’s mission trip. 

 

We will discuss dates, destination, 

costs, and fundraising.   

The mission trip is for anyone cur-

rently in or who will be entering high 

school next year. 

Senior Breakfast and Bingo 

Saturday, February 18th  

9-10:30am 
 

We will continue our monthly breakfast 

and bingo for residents at the Gilford 

Village Knolls. 

All ages are invited to attend.  Please be 

at the church by 8:15am. 

Volunteers Needed 

For 
 

 

 

We are looking for MS and HS Volunteers 

to help run the stations at this party.  The 

party is on Feb 11th, 10-11:30am.   

If interested, please contact Scott 



  

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

10am 

Worship/

Communion 

 
Food Collection 

Sunday 

 

 

 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

 

 

 

 

1 2 

10:30am 

Adult Book 

Study 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

3 4 

9-12p 

Farmers Market 

5 

10am 

Worship/Hymn 

Sing 

 

Boy Scout  

Sunday 

6 
11:30-2:30 

Senior Momentum 

6:30pm 

Council Mtg 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

7 

 

8 9 

10:30a 

Adult Book 

Study 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

10 

Sweetheart 

Supper 

 

11 

9-12p 

Farmers Market 

 

Mickey & Minnie 

Valentine Party 

10-11:30a 

12 

10am 

Worship/ 

High School 

Tea Time 

 

13 
8:30-12p 

Senior Breakfast 

 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

14 15 16 
10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

 

6p 

Chancel Choir 

17 

Soupathon 

At St. Andre 

Bessette 

5-7:30pm 

18 

 
9-12p 

Farmers Market 

 
9-10:30am 

Senior Breakfast 

and Bingo 

19 
10am 

Worship 

 

11:15am 

Outreach Com-

mittee Mtg 

 

 

20 

 

21 22 23 

10:30a 

Adult Book 

Study 

 

6p 

Chancel Choir 

24 

Friendly 

Kitchen 

 

25 

9-12p 

Farmers Market 

 

 

26 

10am 

Worship 

 

27 

 

11:30-2p 
Senior Momentum 

 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

28     


