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GILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH & WIXSON COMMUNITY CENTER
Scout Sunday

All Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts and their families are invited to attend Scout Sunday at the Gilford Community Church on Sunday February 1, 2004 @ 10:00 am.  This special event will be an entire service dedicated to the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts of Gilford.  Many Scouts will be active participants in the service.  A commemorative patch, which can be worn on your uniform, will be given to all scouts and scout leaders who attend the service.  A special reception, with refreshments, will follow the service in the Fellowship Hall downstairs.

Rick Nelson, Charter Organization Leader 

Scholarship Ministry

We are proud to administer two scholarship programs each year.  If you are a Gilford High School Senior or are currently attending a college, university or other secondary school, you may be eligible for assistance.  

Applications for the scholarship ministry supported by the Daniell Family Trust, and the Hook Scholarship are available in the church office after February 1st.  Both applications have a deadline of May 1, 2004.

Please keep in mind:  All current scholarship recipients must re-apply each year. 
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Hearts and Hands 

to Our Missions

The Stewardship Committee is hosting a coffee house on February 14th.  Our coffee house will feature music by church members as well as special guests.  If you would like to participate, please give us a call.  Karen Gingrich is the contact person  (528-0075).   

We have two invited speakers from organizations we assist (Ozanam Place and  The Uganda Mission Project).   Additionally, a missionary will share stories about his family’s life and work.  The evening promises to be uplifting and educational.  It will be the perfect Valentine night out for the whole family.

[image: image4.wmf]We are hoping to create a coffee house atmosphere in the fellowship hall.  The evening will have an international flair.  If anyone has a card table or two that we could borrow please let us know.  We would also like to borrow some floor lamps to add to the coffee house ambiance.  
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Headed south on I-93 the other morning, I was stuck in a traffic jam.  When I wasn’t singing verses of “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” I was reading different bumper stickers of the cars that were passing me.  (How is it that I always find the lane that doesn’t move?)  The driver in front of me, misinterpreted my honk.  I was, after all, only doing what his bumper sticker suggested:  “Honk if you love Jesus.”  So I honked - not once but thrice.  I’m enthusiastic.  “Honk if You Love Jesus” may not the best message to be conveyed on a crowded Monday morning to New Hampshire - Massachusetts drivers.  I do get a chuckle out of the wisdom transported on our vehicles.  Here are a few others I’ve seen lately:

· Jesus is coming, everyone look busy.

· The more you complain, the longer God lets you live.

· If at first you do succeed, try not to look astonished.

· The gene pool could use a little chlorine.

· Your kid may be an honor student but you're still an IDIOT!

· When you do a good deed, get a receipt, in case heaven is like the IRS.

· He who laughs last thinks slowest.

· Lottery: A tax on people who are bad at math.

Bumper stickers try to simplify the complexity of life.  Because of that, they are often flippantly funny, or poignantly pointed.  They reduce labyrinthine issues to a single perspective, and then trumpet that perspective for all to see.  A Bumper sticker is to truth what a black and white photo is to a sunset.   

Although many try to, faith can’t easily be reduced to catchy slogans.  Being a person of faith, in particular being a Christian, isn’t a matter of “knowing the right things” or even “believing correctly.”  The good Christian isn’t the one who can correctly answer all the bible questions on Jeopardy.  “What is Moses? Alex” isn’t a demonstration of one’s faith development.  Faith is about living open to the presence of God; about entering a trust relationship with the mysterious power at work in the universe; a presence and a power made known in Jesus.  It is about being connected to God, the larger community and to the purposes of God.  

My hope and prayer for each of us, is that we might discover our identities as God’s children, they we might grow in our faith, and that we might be ever open to the challenges of the Spirit.  
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                            Attendance

January 04

140

January 11

142


January 18

178


January 25

161

                     VASP BAKE SALE

The February VASP Bake Sale will be held on the

third Sunday, February 15 in the Fellowship Hall

after worship.  Plan to buy your Sunday dessert 

and help support our After School Program.

[image: image6.jpg]5






You were Caught Doing Good . . .

Betsy MacHaffie, who under the cover of darkness, sneaked into the pastor’s office to clean and rearrange the furniture.  She also hung some pretty pictures.  Betsy’s creative flair has added a nice touch to the old curmudgeon’s office.  

Walter and Mary Flinn set-up, coordinated and served as Host and Hostess during the fellowship hour following the Community Epiphany Service.  

Jim Bullock planned, played and directed the aforementioned Epiphany Service.  Also – kudos to Carolyn Ames who played the organ during the Hallelujah Chorus and to The Chancel Choir for singing.  Here’s a Did ya know:  The Chancel Choir’s second CD will be released sometime after the first one is produced.  

Margaret Ball, who like Mary Tyler Moore, can turn the world on with her smile.  Margaret glows, her eyes twinkle and her mere presence makes any gathering better.   

Our talented and hard working Flower Committee’s (Nancy Castellon, Patty Pike, Pat Pegg, Nancy Ippolito, Patsy Moore, Jan Kirk, Marti Ilg, and Martha Sepe) creative touch adds such beauty to the sanctuary.  





      
And so we’d like to say THANK YOU!  

      01
Anita Hewitt

02 Ashley Lacasse

06 Jan Briggs

10  Logan Baxter, Adam Seager

      12
Katie Allen

      14
James Seager

      21
Dave Merrill, Donald Curtis, 
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Thomas Seager

      23
Peter Ames, Skye Waldron
      26
David Ames, Brenda Nelson


      27
Robin Austin, Jack Clark

      28
Lindsay Pike, Jack Stephenson
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      15
Ruth & Ray Furbush

      18
Brenda & Doug Hewitt

      24
Janet & Bob Adams

~~~~~

We lost two church members during January – Jean Beard and Doris Osgood.  A Memorial Service for Jean was held in our sanctuary on January 10.  On March 6, there will be a service in memory of Doris Osgood.  We extend our love and sympathy to both families.

Dear Friends,

Thank you for your prayers for my nephew, Michael Stubenvoll, after his accident in August.  He is doing very well now at home

and is having some rehab.  He still has some memory loss, which we hope he will regain in time.  Prayers for his complete recovery would be appreciated.  Thanks again.

                                         Joan Stephenson 

From your Music Committee

The Allen /Keller Music Fund will sponsor a concert by Amare Cantare on Friday, April 9th in our sanctuary. Please mark you calendar for the exceptional program.

2003 Annual Meeting Highlights

The Annual Meeting was called to order by the Moderator, Rick Nelson, at 11:40AM.  It was determined that the required of quorum 15% of Active Members (68) had been met.  Rev. Graham opened with a prayer. Rev. Graham also led us in prayer reading the names of members and friends we have lost over the past year.

The Clerk’s Statistical Report was accepted.  Minutes of the 2002 Annual Meeting were accepted. Minutes of the 2003 Faith Proposal Meeting were accepted with the correction of the starting time.  The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. The reports of committees and boards were accepted.

Rev. Graham spoke about Faith Proposal Sunday and the commitment we have made to the Visions Statement we adopted at that time. He went on to list priorities for 2004.

Dick Waitt presented the budget for 2004 noting that we have received 157 pledges for a total of $163,000.00.  Our budget shortfall is $8,537.00. The budget was approved as presented.

Rev. Graham recognized Seth and Peg Keller as members of Gilford Community Church since 1943.

Rev. Graham introduced the Restructuring Committee, Walter Flinn, Peg Keller, Bob Daniell, Dale Dormody and Sue Allen, and gave an overview of the work they have been doing. He asked for a motion to table the election of officers and committee members until the Restructuring Committee, with the blessing and support of the Council, can bring to us a proposed organizational structure for consideration.  An amendment was added that the committee make a report to the Council by March 11, 2004.  The amendment and the motion passed.

The Meeting was adjourned at 12:35PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan D. Allen, Clerk, Pro tem

Other corrections to be noted:

Weddings:
June 21
the bride’s maiden name – Jane Richardson

Memorial Funds:  page 14
the correct fund balances are:


Adams


      $
     47.73


Amy’s Room
         

1,836.76


Burt



2,874.36


Dewhirst


4,350.00


Gibbs


   
   462.10


Hall


   
   129.23


Maxner

   
   245.54


Mitra


   
   205.00


Peterson Bible Fund

1,642.25
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Church Office Hours


Weekdays


8:30-11:30 AM    1:00-4:00 PM
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Have you checked out the church website?


www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org
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Looking Ahead . . . 


	


Church Game Night


		


Friday, March 5th (6:30 p.m.)





Bring a snack and your favorite board 


game.





Questions – Speak with Cindie Graham
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