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Friday Aug. 26  4-7 p.m. 
Saturday Aug. 27  7:30-2 
 
Rotary Pancake Breakfast        
            at the GYC    
       Saturday 7 am –10 

Donations for White Elephant accepted until August 22 

 

NOT ACCEPTED:  Baby strollers, car 
seats, clothes, shoes, large electrical  
appliances, encyclopedias, exercise 
equipment, televisions or computers, 
suitcases (unless antique). 

Themed Baskets are needed to go up for bid 
at the Silent Auction.  Theme ideas are in 
each Sunday bulletin this month.  Put your 
name on each basket, list items in the basket 
and the approximate value of the basket. 

HELP of every 
kind is needed for 
the Fair.  A 
GREAT way to 
meet people and 
have a lot of good 
laughs! 
Call the office to 
give your name. 
     524-6057 

       New Secretary/Administrative Assistant for the Church 

I am retiring after nine years, and I am so pleased that Sylvie Couture has been 
chosen to replace me (starting on August 8th).  She is warm and friendly, poised 
and helpful, and very capable with the new technology which is beginning to 
baffle me!  I want to thank the truly exceptional people of this church, for their 
friendship, their patience, their sense of humor and their many kindnesses.  I am 
not moving or anything, so I will still be around.  Please welcome Sylvie, as you 
welcomed me in August of 2007, and read about her on page 5.   (You’re going 
to LOVE her!).   - With gratitude, Dru Chatterton 
 

 

See You     
   at the   
    Fair!       
    



  

 

Sincerely,  

Michael 
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בֹּת שְׁ ת  :That’s right   יִּ בֹּ שְׁ  יִּ

Perhaps I need to explain.   ת בֹּ שְׁ  is a Hebrew verb – here, it means “God rested.”  It’s from Genesisיִּ

2:2 near the end of the first creation story that begins with those famous words “In the beginning . . .”.  I 

don’t read the Bible to learn science, but to gain an understanding of how people have understood God, the 

world and themselves.  What this story asserts is that the world is good and that having finished creating, 

God rested.  In resting, God, the writer wants the reader to know, sets an example for us – we, too, are to 

rest.  The Jewish Talmud has this gem: “The Holy One, Blessed Be He, said to Moses, “Moses, in my 

storehouse I have a godly gift, and the Sabbath is its name.” Jews have always understood the Sabbath to 

be one of God’s greatest gifts to them. Like any gift – it needs to be used to be appreciated.  Another Jew-

ish source wrote this: “More than that the Jews have kept the Sabbath – the Sabbath has kept the Jews.”  I 

love that.  Sadly, the idea of rest is a real challenge to many of us who are card carrying members of the 

cult of “busyness”.    

 

I’m writing this article on the eighth day of my vacation (perhaps slightly violating the spirit of va-

cation), but I’m enjoying a very restful respite.  Last week, Cindie and I spent time visiting The Flume.  

Another day we took a long hike along the trail of the Kancamagus exploring the amazing waterfalls.  

We’ve visited our grandsons.  Sunday, we sweated as we walked the Freedom Trail.  In between those 

things, we’ve lounged around at the Gilford Town Beach enjoying some good reads.  It has been delight-

fully refreshing.  I hope you’ve enjoyed some similar times this summer; time to renew and restore your 

soul.   

 
As we wend our way through the magnificent season of summer, I hope your days are filled with 

restful times.  
    



  

 

New to our church?  Would you like to 
learn more about it?  Would you like to join 
the church?   
 
Come join Rev. Michael Graham and others 
to learn about our church and what we can 
offer you.  
 
Watch this space for notice of the next Meet 
n’ Greet, held on a Sunday after worship in 
Conference Room A.   

      OUR CHURCH COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
2016  

CHURCH COUNCIL Jessica Fleck jfleckjr@metrocast.net        728-5671  

PASTOR/STAFF Lori Marsh milo2001@metrocast.net        524-8677     

FACILITIES Keith Gandini 
Derek Blackwelder 

kgandini@danielselectriccorp.com 
Blackwelder_derek@hotmail.com 

       387-1755 
       556-7164 

FINANCE Walter Berghahn walterberghahn@yahoo.com        520-7729 

OUTREACH Jessica Fleck jfleckjr@metrocast.net        728-5671 

DIACONATE Sue Allen suedallen21@gmail.com        520-6859   

FLOWER COMMITTEE Sandy Stafford 
Jane Rollins 

cstafford@metrocast.net 
57pilot@metrocast.net 

       387-8011 
       524-9507 

MEMBERSHIP Irene Santaniello i_santaniello@myfairpoint.net        279-6726 

EDUCATIONAL  MINISTRIES Rebecca Watson reds_watson@hotmail.com        293-1103 

CARE & CONCERN Nancy Peterson 
Barbara Allard 

peterson@metrocast.net 
tyroddon@metrocast.net 

       455-6675 
       279-1070 

FAIR COMMITTEE Dan Vieten (Christmas) 
Rick/Kathi Hopper  
Philip /Yan Li Carter 

sleddude@aol.com 
lrcomp@metrocast.net 
philipjcarter@yahoo.com 

       387-4899 
       455-9123 
       293-4726 

MEMORIAL GIFTS Doris MacHaffie dcmachaffie@metrocast.net        524-1169 

VILLAGE NURSERY SCHOOL Katie Bryant 
 

dukefans@metrocast.net 
 

       520-6660   
    

FELLOWSHIP & KITCHEN Eloise Post eloise@metrocast.net        986-6723 

PRAYER LINE COORDINATOR Barbara Hauck bfhauck20@metrocast.net        524-3381 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057  

e-mail:  gccoffice@metrocast.net 

website: www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 
Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

e-mail:  gcc@metrocast.net 
Carolyn Ames,  Music Director/Organist 

AJ Coppola, Choir Director 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth &  

         Family Programs  

 e-mail: gccscott@metrocast.net 

Rick Edson - Treasurer 

email:  rick.edson99@gmail.com 

Jane Karagianis—Financial Accountant 

email:  gccjane@metrocast.net  
    Sylvie Couture—Office Secretary 

email:  gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Church Office Hours:  M-Th  9:00 to 2:00 pm 

THE OFFICE IS CLOSED ON FRIDAYS 

Youth Center:  www.gilfordyouthcenter.com 

(603) 524-6978 
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Music Notes 

   Carolyn Ames   
   (Music Director/Organist) 

AJ Coppola 
(Choir Director) 
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                    PRAYER LINE 
If you would like prayer support for yourself or 
for a loved one, call your Prayer Line  
Coordinator, Barbara Hauck, at 524-3381, with 
your requests.  STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL! 
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
02 Helen Lawrence, Alicia Briggs, 
 Alexandra Breed, Samantha Bauer     
03 Jim Colby, Alexa Juris 
04 Dan Vieten 
05 Rich Briggs,  Joseph Fleck 
06 Alissa Richardson 
09 Beth Dudley, Don Carey 
11        Sam Mercer, Robert Sedgley 
12        Mia Mueller 
15 Kristyn Murphy 
16 Joel Glenn Wixson, Charles Curtis,  
            Betsy Testa 
17 Daniel Hopper, Charlotte Van Dyke,    
18 Stephanie Birch, Cheryl LaBranche- 
               Arvidson 
19 Zachary Baron, Brittany Murphy 
22 Evans Juris, Monique Baron 
24 Dorothy Labonte, Emily Watson,  
            Renee Fleck 
25        Michael Fecteau 
27 Nick Squires, Anita Littlefield 
29 Lisa Shea, Tom Chase, Carol Gellert 
30 Mary Snow 
 
August Anniversaries 
 
02 Brian & Debby Mercer           1986 
05        Jim & Virginia Babcock         1978 
06        Dan & Holly Vieten                1988 
07 May & Peter Stewart               1982 
16       “Z” & Gretchen Wieckowski   1998 
20 Allen & Lani Voivod               2000 
22        Tom & Karen Winkelmann     1992 
24        Cynthia & Derek Tomlinson   1985 
26 Ferol & Don Curtis                  1956 
28 Cindy & Dana Brown              1982  
29        Stephen & Susan Brown          1992 
            Malte & Britta Mueller            2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer brings hot weather, school vacations, 

and, of course, a fantastic variety of music at the 

Gilford Community Church. July has brought 

some of our favorite string players, Leo Eguchi 

and Sasha Callahan, who are in the area  

performing with the New Hampshire Music  

Festival.  Also, NHMF flautist Mary Kay  

Robinson and daughter, Kelsey, joined us.   

Another special moment was Cindie  

Graham accompanied by her mom, Vi Rawlings. 

"Stay tuned" for more great performances coming 

up in August! 

 

The choir will be back in September, but in the 

meantime, rehearsals for the Old Home Day  

Sunday service will begin soon.  This is a great 

opportunity to take the choir for a test drive and 

see how much fun we can pack into an hour of 

singing!  Rehearsals are on Thursdays:  August 

11, August 18 and August 25 from 6:00-7:00 in 

the sanctuary.  All are welcome!  We hope to see 

you there! 

 

Musically Yours,  

Carolyn and AJ 

 

Our Losses in November: 
 
 
 

                    PRAYER LINE 

If you would like prayer support for yourself or 
for a loved one, call your Prayer Line  
Coordinator, Barbara Hauck, at 524-3381, with 
your requests.  STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL! 
                 



  

 

I was 13 years old when my family moved to Gilford from Groveton, N.H.  

This was quite an adjustment for a north country girl, but it didn’t take me 

long to fall in love with the area, the people, and the countless  

opportunities. 

 

After high school, I made an even bigger move and relocated to Arlington, 

Texas, where I worked for the airline industry as a domestic and  

international flight attendant.  During my time with American Airlines, I 

traveled to Belgium, Switzerland, France, England, Canada, and  

throughout the United States.  It was a very fun and memorable time. 

 

Since leaving the airline industry, I have worked in various capacities of 

health care.  I have owned and operated an Assisted Living facility, serving 

as the Administrative Assistant. I started a private home care business  

supporting the elderly in their activities of daily living.  I currently run a 

reflexology practice out of my home, where I offer natural healing  

sessions.  I also volunteer for Central New Hampshire VNA and Hospice.  

 

I have two wonderful sons, Bryce (UNH freshman) and Grant (high school 

senior).  I also share my life with an 8-year-old black Labrador retriever 

named Jessie Jane.  We decided three years ago to relocate the family from 

Yarmouth, Maine, to Gilford.  We are all so happy to be here. No doubt, a 

terrific place to live.   

 

We reside on Belknap Mountain Road where my commute to work will be 

a hop, skip, and jump away!  How lucky for me! 

 

My interests include hiking (I’ve hiked all forty-eight of New Hampshire’s 

4,000 foot mountain peaks), trail running, biking, kayaking, browsing  

antique stores, theatre, and reflexology.   

 

I feel so fortunate to be a part of this wonderful Gilford Community 

Church family.  I look forward to meeting you. 

Kind regards, 

Sylvie Couture 

 

Sylvie Couture  (continued from page 1) 
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MESSAGE  FROM CARE AND CONCERN: 
 
 
 
DO YOU KNOW YOUR Neighbor? 
 
We all sit in a small "neighborhood " of  pews on Sunday mornings, because we are all creatures of habit 
and tend to gravitate to the same seats each week. 
 
Gradually we learn each others names  and greet each other  as we  come into the sanctuary and find  "our 
place." 
 
It seems impossible  for someone to miss several Sundays in a row without being noticed by one of their 
"pew mates", but it has happened, more than once. 
 
Perhaps we did  notice and maybe even wondered if they were OK?   
  
Please be aware, especially of elderly folks, who are not in their usual seats. They may have had to give up 
driving, or they may have become ill - any number of reasons. 
 
Don't hesitate to call the church secretary or Care and Concern so a call can be made to see if there is 
something we can do, or just to let them know they are missed. 
 
You may not be on the Care and Concern Committee, but you are our eyes and ears, and we need to hear 
from you. 
 
Thank you all 
 
Nancy Peterson     366 4020 
Barbara Allard      279 1070 
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(The first Sunday of every month is FOOD 
COLLECTION SUNDAY and parishioners are 
invited to bring donations for the Food Pantry to 
church with them.) 
 
Food Pantry Needs for the month of  
August:     
Spaghetti Sauce, canned pasta, instant oatmeal. 
 

For New Beginnings: (Please label these  
donations “New Beginnings” and bring to 
church):  Body wash, liquid hand soap.  FOOD is 
needed!  Pasta, tomato sauce, soup, oats, rice and 
peanut butter. 

COFFEE HOUR 
If you are willing to help with a coffee hour 
during the summer Sundays, please call the 
office and volunteer your name and your baked 
goods/fruit/crackers and cheese. 

FRIENDLY KITCHEN is  
Friday, August 26.  (tuna or egg 
salad sandwiches; macaroni or 
potato salad) 
 
Please sign up downstairs on the 
bulletin board.  Please bring your 
donations to the church kitchen 
by 9:30 a.m. on the 26th.  
THANKS!   

 
 

 

 
Can you help to prepare, serve and/or clean-up at 
one of these dinners?  Call Eloise 986-6723 or 
email her at: eloise@metrocast.net 
 
The next Hands Across the Table dinners are: 
 

August 31   
November 30 
 

 

 

 Prayers of comfort and strength to family and 
friends who lost a loved one in July: 
 
Barbara Noseworthy (Diane Greenwell’s mother) 
 
Richard Geyer  (Beverly Geyer’s husband) 
 

PLEASE LET US KNOW!   
If you become aware that someone from the 
church has been taken to the hospital or has 
been admitted to the hospital, please give the 
church office a call as soon as pos-
sible!  (The hospital does not noti-
fy churches of who has been ad-
mitted).  Also, if YOU are admit-
ted to the hospital, please identify 
yourself as a member of the Gil-
ford Community Church.  Michael 
wants to be there for you! 
  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  



  

 

Youth News                               August 2016 
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GCC is currently looking for 

Sunday School teachers for the 

upcoming fall.  If interested, 

please contact Scott
 

Confirmation 
We are looking for High School students who are 
interested in our confirmation program this fall.   
If interested, please contact Scott.  

Scott is in Mount Hope, West Virginia, with 

other chaperones, Rick Nelson and Judy Cook, 

taking part in GCC’s 2016 Mission Trip.    

Names of our youth on the Mission Trip:   

Max Sawyer 

Joe Sawyer 

Melanie Nix 

Hannah McCourt 

Connor Leggett 

Michael Wernig 

Tyler Hanf 

Vincent Fleck 

Sam Mercer 

Shaun Edson 

The group will be working in one of the 

state’s poorest neighborhoods.  They will be 

working on various construction-based pro-

jects ranging from painting, building decks, 

installing siding and drywall, and re-roofing 

homes.  They left on July 23rd and will return 

on the 30th. 

The youth will be offering a car wash in the 

church parking lot during worship on  

Sunday, August 21st.   

Have your car washed while you attend the 

service.  Step into a clean car after worship! 

 

RALLY DAY will be 

Sunday, September 

11th.  Look for  

Sunday School  

Registration forms on 

the website and in the 

September newsletter.  



  

 

 

 

 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

 1 
 
 
7:00  Chordsmen 

2 
LIFELINE 
SCREENING at 
the GYC (must be 
registered) 
6:30  CNHARC 

3 
 
10:30  Tai Chi 
 
6:30  Cubs 243 
7:00  Troop 243 

4 5 
 
 
 
 

6 
Memorial  
Service Richard 
Geyer 

7 
 10:00  Worship and 
            Communion 
Food Collection & 
New Beginnings 
Donations 
 

8 
 
 
 
6:30  CNHARC 
Steering Comm. 
 
7:00 Chordsmen 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
10:30  Tai Chi 
 
6:30  Cubs 243 
7:00  Troop 243 
 
 

11 

 
 
 
6-7  Old Home Day 
Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 
  
10:00  Worship 
 
 
 
 

15 

 

 

1:30  D.A.R.. 

 

 

7:00  Chordsmen 

 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 

 
 
 
6-7  Old Home Day 
Choir Rehearsal 

19 

 
 
 

20 
 

21 
10:00  Worship 
Free Car Wash  
during worship  
service 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Chordsmen 
 
 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 
 
 

25 
   
 
 
6-7  Old Home Day 
Rehearsal 
 

26 
 
FRIENDLY 
KITCHEN 
 
SUMMER FAIR 
4-7 pm 
 
 
 

27 
7-10  Annual 
Rotary Pancake 
Breakfast at 
GYC 
 
SUMMER FAIR 
7:30-2 
 

28   
10:00  Worship 
OLD HOME DAY 
SUNDAY 
11:15   Outreach 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
7:00  Chordsmen 
 

30 
 
 

31 
 
10:30  Tai Chi 
 
7:00  Troop 243 
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