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April 2nd  High School Tea Time 

April 9th  Guest Speaker: Ben Stiles– Sentinel  

   Ministries     

April 13th  Maundy Thursday (7pm) 

April 15th  Breakfast with the Easter Bunny 

April 16th  Easter 

April 24-25th Spring Christ Quest 

See calendar on page 14 for additional April events. 

 

 

   April At A Glance... 



  

 

 
New to our church?  Would you like to 

learn more about it?  Would you like to join 

the church?   

 

Come join Rev. Michael Graham and others 

to learn about our church and what we can 

offer you.  

 
Watch this space for notice of the next Meet 

and Greet, held on a Sunday after worship 

in conference room A. 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057  

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 

Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

gcc@metrocast.net 

Sylvie Couture, Administrative Assistant 

gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Carolyn Ames,  Music Director/Organist 

AJ Coppola, Choir Director 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth & Family Programs  

 gccscott@metrocast.net 

Rick Edson, Treasurer 

rick.edson99@gmail.com 

Carl Carder, Financial Technician 

  

    Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday  9:00 to 2:00 pm 

 

THE OFFICE IS CLOSED EVERY FRIDAY 
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03        Cindy Brown 

05 Pat Fowler 

06        James Buckley 

09 Carolyn Scattergood 

11 Sara Allen, Michael Bryant, Kevin Tripp 

14 Brienna Tomlinson, Chet Devarney 

18        Brian Mercer, Roy Carsen 

19        Barbara Partridge 

21 Nancy Castellon, Steve Birch 

23 Warren Hutchins 

24 Rachel Blandford, Sylvie Couture 

28        Carole Williams 

29 Lynne Baron 

30        Opal Roys 

 

 

April Anniversaries 

 

04 Donna & Steve Snow              1981 

05 Jan & Rich Briggs               1975 

10 Jan & Kevin Keady 

17        Bethany & Shea King                1997 

17        Bill & Kathy McNamara  

19        Dan & Judy Brown                    1969 

20 Laurel & David Greenlaw        1974 

23        Brian & Kathy Arenstam          1994 
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Lent is almost over and we will come to Holy Week.  
We remember, reflect and eventually celebrate the 
events of that momentous week in Jesus’ life. We go 
from the anticipation and excitement of Palm Sunday 
to the challenge and introspection of Maundy Thurs-
day to the devastation and emptiness of Good Friday, 
and ultimately to the unbridled joy of Easter morning. 
That’s a lot for one week. If it seems like an emotional 
roller coaster from our vantage point, imagine what it 
must have been like for Jesus’ followers at the time. 

 
Wherever possible it is important to take as much of it in as we can.   To skip di-
rectly to Easter, would be like reading only the last chapter of a book.  The joy 
of Easter is fuller when we have experienced all that comes before.  In less than 
two weeks we will gather on Palm Sunday as our choir and children lead the 
procession waving palm branches. With our friends at the United Methodist 
Church of Gilford/Laconia we break bread as we recall the meal Jesus shared 
with the disciples in the Upper Room.  Throughout the world, Christians will 
come together on Friday, to remember the road to the cross.  And after all of 
this, we will gather again on Sunday morning to celebrate resurrection. 
 
Easter reminds us of a universal theme so much larger than Christianity:  new 
life only comes after death.  Scientists point out that all life on Earth and the at-
oms in our bodies were created in the furnace of a now-long-dead star.  New 
life is not only something that takes place in the natural world. After losses of 
all kinds, disappointments, heartaches, the loss of a job, the loss of a relation-
ship, the diminishing of skills and abilities, and even death - new life is possi-
ble.  
 
What an exciting time of year; I look forward to worshiping with you through 
all of it.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Michael 
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Adult Book Study 

Thursdays from 10:30-11:30am 

 in the sanctuary. 

We are reading the book by  

Philip Simmons titled, “Learning to Fall 

The Blessings of a Imperfect Life” 

All are welcome. 

 
“Philip Simmons was just thirty-five years old in 1993 when he learned that he had ALS, or 

Lou Gehrig’s disease, and was told he had less than five years to live. As a young husband 

and father, and at the start of a promising literary career, he suddenly had to learn the art of 

dying. Nine years later, against the odds, he succeeded in learning the art of living. 

 

Now, in this surprisingly joyous and spirit-renewing book, he chronicles his search for 

peace and his deepening relationship with the mystery of everyday life “. 

 

We hope everyone has been enjoying the music of Lent. We 

have had many beautiful solos, duets and trios filling the Sanctu-

ary--we are a very lucky church to have so much musical talent. 

Although we are thrilled to have so many men in the choir, we 

hope you enjoyed the women's choir on March 26--featuring a 

slew of talent! Solos from Ginny, Doris, Cindie, Tamara, Anne,                

Judy and Madison were all fantastic!

 

  Musically Yours, 

  Carolyn and AJ 

The choir is preparing special music for Easter and Palm Sunday. We also want 

to highlight the Maundy Thursday Service. This is where we get together with the 

choir from the United Methodist Church to share a service filled with beautiful 

music. This year it will be held right in our Sanctuary on Thursday, April 15 at 

7:00pm. You won't want to miss it! 

As always, we would love to have you join the choir. No voice is too big or too 

small! See Carolyn or AJ after a service for more information, or drop by rehearsal, 

every Thursday night from 6:00-7:00pm in the Sanctuary. See you then! 



  

 

You are Invited to Outreach Expo 2017! 

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring our annual Outreach Expo on Sunday, May 7th in Fellow-

ship Hall following morning worship. Come enjoy tasty refreshments and explore the industrious 

groups and organizations that this church supports by way of volunteers, items and/or funds.  Rep-

resentatives will be at information “booths” to answer questions and provide details about their mis-

sion or purpose and services they provide. Please save the date and watch for further particulars in 

Sunday bulletins and next month’s newsletter.   Hope to see you there! 

Thank You & Update from Belknap House 

From Don House, Director of Volunteers - Belknap House 

         Good news! Belknap House officially opened its doors on  

     Tuesday, February 28th! 

Belknap House is grateful to all the help that the local churches and their congregations have done 

to help us achieve this goal. You've provided volunteers, supported fund-raisers, donated materials, 

adopted rooms, and provided direct contributions. Thank you! A celebratory open house for the 

public is planned for May. 

Although we've trained about 40 volunteers, only about 20 are currently available to help with shifts 

and we need more volunteers trained so we can fill all our openings. Please help spread the word 

that volunteers are still needed, especially to cover the overnight and early morning shifts. Please 

have any prospective volunteers email me at donhouse@metrocast.net.  Thank you again for sup-

porting Belknap House.  
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Each year, the Flower Committee decorates the sanctuary with Easter  
Lilies and spring flowers.  Members and friends are invited to donate 
plants to decorate our sanctuary for Easter Sunday.  Many of these plants 
are given in memory of loved ones.  The list of donors will be included in 
the Easter bulletin. 

 
This year, Easter is April 16th. 

The cost of the Easter lilies will be $10.00 per plant. 
Your plant may be delivered to a shut-in by a member of the Committee, 

or you may pick up your plant after the Easter service. 
 
              I would like to order __________plants at $10.00 each. 
                        

                        _____My plant may be delivered to a shut-in. 
                         

                        _____I will pick up my plant after the Easter service. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please forward your completed order form to the church office.  Please 
make the check payable to Gilford Community Church, and please  

indicate that it is for Easter lilies.  Thank you for your gift! 
 

ORDERS MUST BE IN BY:   Tuesday, April 11th. 

Please print the names for the Easter bulletin:   
 

Given by _________________________________________________ 

 

In loving memory of:   ________________________________ 
 
                                           ______________________________________ 

           OR 
 

To celebrate the life of:________________________________ 
 
                                            ______________________________________ 
 

Page 6 



  

 



  

 

A Peek at the Past 

S ixty-four years ago in 

April 1953 on a pleasant 

Easter morning, the service 

was over and this trio of boys 

who were members of the 

GCC Junior Choir, dashed out-

side into the spring air. Two 

shed their robes, one did not. 

But Bradley Lawrence’s par-

ents, Ernest & Helen Law-

rence, rounded them up and 

snapped this picture. Ernest 

and Helen could not have 

known that three successive 

generations of Lawrences 

would continue to sing at 

GCC! 

Peg Keller and Lucile Allen di-

rected this group that practiced 

weekly after school in the Parish 

Hall and then sang each and eve-

ry Sunday. Another former choir 

member, Charmian (Curtis) 

Proskhauer, says, “Our moms 

helped us into our robes, brushed 

our hair, and lined us up.” 

While some members were not 

overly fond of their billowing 

maroon gowns and stiff white 

collars or standing up in front 

of the congregation, those 

memories are all part  of friend-

ships, activities and family ties 

nourished over the years at the 

Gilford Community Church.                 
~ more ~ 

 Building Families                 

Linking Generations 

L-R: Don Simonds (brother of Judy Simonds Bus-

well and uncle of Tamara Buswell  McGonagle), 

Bradley Lawrence (brother of Wanda Lawrence 

Carder, Uncle to Opal Carder Roys, and great-

uncle to MacKenzie Roys) and Scott Keller (son 

of  the late Seth and Peg Keller) sang with the 

GCC Junior Choir.                              All photos, 
Helen & Ernest Lawrence,            

Gilford Old Home Day, early 2000s. 



  

 

A Peek at the Past ~ Yesterdays at our Church  

Some forty years later in the early 1990s, the GCC junior choristers are still contributing to Sunday worship, 

but the robes have changed colors and the starched white collars replaced with bold nametags.  This appears 

to be another “after church photo” taken by proud parents as Ben Ayers has shed his robe, Kate Stewart is 

doing aerobics, and the biggest clue - no-one is singing!  But the generational ties continue.  Opal Carder 

(top row right) is Bradley Lawrence’s niece and Wanda and Carl Carder’s daughter.  Kate Stewart (1st 

row,2nd from L) is the daughter of May Stewart who plays the trumpet during hymns for our current ser-

vices, joins in piano duets and quartets, and directs today’s “junior choir”.  Kate’s brother is Alex Stewart, 

the very talented pianist and organist who often plays for GCC services. As best as we can determine the 

singers are:  L-R (Front row)  Nicole Hood, Kate Stewart, Andrew, (2nd row) Aaron Stone, ?, ?,  Heather, 

Barbara Shea,  (Top Row) Ben Ayers, Opal Carder (Roys) 



  

 

A Peek at the Past ~ Yesterdays at our Church  

ABOVE:  The Sunday School children offered a lively musi-

cal, “Down By The Creek Bank” as part of Children’s Sunday 

on June 7, 1987.   Directed by Lucile Allen and Joan Stephen-

son, this production had a cast of more than 50 children with 

ten adults assisting in various capacities.  Seven of those in-

volved were descendants of Helen and Ernest Lawrence.  The 

photo of some of the children include three cousins who are 

granddaughters of the Lawrences.  The top arrow points to 

Kristie Greenlaw;  the middle is Opal Carder and the bottom 

arrow is Amber Greenlaw.  Wanda Carder who was the Sun-

day School Superintendent at the time, played an active role in 

this program, developing and over-seeing this apparently de-

lightful production.  

LEFT:  More than 63 years after Bradley Lawrence sang with 

the GCC Junior Choir, MacKenzie Roys, daughter of Opal 

Carder Roys, and great-granddaughter of Ernest and Helen  

Lawrence, represents the 3rd generation in her family singing 

at GCC.  In this photo taken in December 2016, MacKenzie is 

singing a solo during a worship service.  Her grandfather, Carl 

Carder, is a soloist and a member of the adult choir.   

Finally, I would love to see any GCC photos and memorabilia 

that you may have.   Thanks,  Judy Buswell  

L-R Front Row: Katie Allen, Jessica McMinn, Sophia Woodley, Andrew Leitch, Becky Evans, Kristen Paddack  

2nd Row: Jonathan Evans, Jesse Clark, Amber Greenlaw, Amy Northup, Alicia Briggs, Megan Paddack,  

David Northup, Spencer Dudley  3rd row: Opal Carder, 

Cathy Cutillo, Paula Neal, Lisa Papps, Rachel Starr             

Top Row: Kristie Greenlaw 



  

 

    Village Newsletter  *  Gilford Community Church *          Issue  4*                  April 2017 *           Page 11 

Youth News                             April 2017Youth News                             April 2017Youth News                             April 2017   

Easter Egg Hunt and Craft Day 

Sunday, April 9th, following service 

Join us for our annual celebration.  

There will several Easter themed arts 

and craft stations, followed by an 

Easter egg hunt. 

**Youth Volunteers Needed** 

At the annual “Breakfast with the 

Easter Bunny” on Saturday,  

April 15
th
.  

Help will include cooking, cleaning 

tables, running stations, selling  

cookies, etc. 

If you are able to help, please contact 

Scott 

**SAVE THE DATE** 
SATURDAY, MAY 6

TH
, 8AM-1PM 

 

INDOOR COMMUNITY YARD 

SALE 

@ the Gilford Youth Center 

 

To benefit the youth mission trip to 

Puerto Rico 

Senior Breakfast and Bingo 

Saturday, April 22nd 

9-10:30am 

 

We will be continuing our senior out-

reach this month with a breakfast and bin-

go event for the seniors of the Village 

Knolls.  We are in need of both middle 

and high school students to help set-up, 

cook, serve, run bingo, and clean up. 

If you wish to help, please contact Scott. 

Helpers should be at Fellowship Hall at 

8:15am. 

Spring Edition 

April 24-25th, 10am-2pm 

We will be doing various projects 

around the church grounds and with 

the Gilford Parks and Recreation. All 

high School and middle school youth 

group members are invited to attend. 

Lunch will be provided.  
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COFFEE HOUR 

If you are interested in volun-

teering to help out with coffee 

hour or if you have questions, please  

contact Bea Snow at 832-3195 or 

snows@metrocast.net.  

 

 

 

The first Sunday of every month is  

FOOD COLLECTION SUNDAY and  

members/non-members are invited to bring 

donations to church with them. 

 

Food Pantry requests for the month of  

April:    
       Mayonnaise 

      Alfredo Sauce 

       Maple Syrup 

       Pancake Mix 

        Applesauce 

          Oatmeal 

       Toilet Paper 

        Dried Fruit 

 

For New Beginnings:  
(Please label these donations “New Beginnings” and 

bring to the church foyer):  

 

Soup 

Pasta & Rice  

Canned Veggies 

Toilet Paper 

Diapers (size 4) 

Sugar 

Aluminum Foil 

 
FRIENDLY KITCHEN 

is Friday, April 28th.   

Please sign up down-

stairs on the bulletin 

board to volunteer. 

The Friendly Kitchen Committee 

serves lunch at the Salvation Army at 

noon.  The menu consists of Ameri-

can chop suey and brownies. 

Deadline to submit for 

the May Newsletter is 

Monday,  

April 24th.  

Church Attendance for March 

 5th  223 

 

 12th  217 

 

 19th  195 

 

 26th  160 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available Now in the Church Office and the GHS Counselor’s Office. 

 

GILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is made possible by grants from the Robert and Barbara Daniell Family Foundation.  The schol-

arship was established in 1996, and has helped hundreds of students attend the college of their choice, and to be-

come all that they can be. This scholarship is for students who have a B academic average or better and meet at 

least one of the following: an active member of Gilford Community Church; a graduate of Gilford High School, or 

received a scholarship from us the previous year.  Once a student is awarded a grant for their freshman year, it is 

the intention of the scholarship guidelines to award similar grants throughout his/her undergraduate years, assum-

ing the grade point averages are maintained. 

 

Questions?  Contact scholarship committee chair Dale Dormody: 

(ddormody@piperwebs.com or 731-2336.) 

 

HOOK MEMORIAL AWARD 

This financial award is given each year to a senior at GHS and an active member of our church.  An applicant 

must display academic promise, wholesome character, and a significant concern for others, with an intention to 

pursue further education.  These applications are available in the church office.  Recipients are chosen by mem-

bers of the GCC Educational Ministries Committee. 

 

BERGHAHN FAMILY NURSING SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is offered by the Walter Berghahn family.  A student must have a B average or better for their 

latest semester or year, and meet at least one of the following: 

 An active member of the church. 

 A graduate of a local Lakes Region high school. 

 Received a Nursing Scholarship the previous year. 

 Be actively enrolled in a Nursing Career Program (for those returning to school).  

 

To be eligible for a renewal of the scholarship, a student must have a B academic average or better for the latest 

semester in a nursing program, and meet at least one of the following:  received a scholarship from us the previous 

year, and/or be actively enrolled in a Nursing Career program for the fall of the current year. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   1 

2 

10am 

Worship 

 

H.S. Tea Time 

 

Children’s Choir 

Rehearsal 

3 

11:30-2:30 
Senior Momentum 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

4 

 

5 6 

10:30a 

Adult Book Study 

 

6pm 

Chancel Choir 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 
10 

8:30-12p 

Senior Breakfast 

6:30pm 

Council Mtg 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

11 

Deadline for Easter 

lily orders 

12 13 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

6p 

Chancel Choir 

7pm 

Maundy Thursday 

Service 

 

14 

 

15 
Breakfast with the Easter 

Bunny 

(8-10am) 

 

 17 

 

18 19 20 

10:30am 

Adult Book Study 

 

6p 

Chancel Choir 

21 

 

 

 

23 

10am 

Worship 

————— 

30 
10am  

Worship 

24 
Christ Quest 

(9-1pm) 

 

11:30-2p 

Senior Momentum 

 

7:15p 

Chordsmen 

25 

Christ Quest 

(9-1pm) 

26 27 28 

Friendly Kitchen 

29 

 


