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The first of our small group meetings (on September 

26) was quite successful.  A great group of people 

participated.  The video we watched was well-done.  

It was wonderful to listen as people in our church 

family shared some things that are on their hearts.  

This included:  a wider circle of outreach, a  

willingness to incorporate some contemporary music 

in our service that might appeal to our youth, an adult 

confirmation program, and active participation by the 

church in the Gilford Bicentennial Celebration.   

 

There are two more meetings scheduled for 7:00 pm 

in Fellowship Hall—October 3rd and October 17th.   

You are invited to attend one of them.   There will be 

entertainment by Paul Warnick from 6:45-7:15 on the 

3rd and Carlos Martinez and Carolyn Ames will  

provide entertainment on the 17th.    There are two 

significant door prizes awarded to two people in a 

drawing to be done at a later time.  To qualify for the 

drawing, you must attend one of the three meetings  

 

 

offered and sign your name on the attendance tablet, 

and attend FAITH PROPOSAL Sunday on October 

30th with your annual pledge, and/or have your 

pledge into the church by November 15, 2011. 

 

What a great opportunity to have your voice heard, 

your questions answered, and your church spirit  

affirmed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Mayer has been to our church in the past,  

offering us his repertoire of original songs, acoustic 

music and contemporary folk music.   

 

“His songs are crafted like Shaker furniture, with no 

place for superfluous embellishments or throwaway 

lines.  His world is bright and hopeful, and the  

transcendent nature of his lyrics explore the mysteries 

of life.  Mayer’s fluid, clean, and tremendously  

intriguing guitar playing is topped with warm, rich 

vocals.  This is MUSIC FOR THE SOUL!” 

  

 

PETER MAYER in  

concert at Gilford  

Community Church on  

Saturday, November 12, 

2011, at 7:00 p.m. 

Tickets:  $13.00 in advance 

$15.00 at the door.  

(available in church office) 

or Greenlaw’s Music in  

Laconia. 
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Take a walk with me...   

"Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and more. 

 It turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal into a feast, 

 a house into a home, a stranger into a friend. Gratitude makes sense of our past,  

brings peace for today and creates a vision for tomorrow."  

-Melody Beattie 

 

Think of the people you truly enjoy being with.  One thing they share in common, I think, is a deep sense of 

gratitude.  They are quick to express their thankfulness for the good things a lot of us take for granted.   

A couple of the books I have read recently have suggested keeping a gratitude journal.  “Write down five 

things every day that you are grateful for.”  Obediently, I went to the store and bought a nifty journal with 

gold-embossed pages.  The problem is, I’ve never been a journal writer.  Consequentially, the journal, with 

not a single entry, sits by my nightstand.  I see it there each night.  Gratitude, however, is not something I  

experience when I notice it.   

 

I don’t want “writer’s block” to stop me from being grateful, though.  I woke up this morning determined to 

express gratitude for five things.  Here’s what I came up with: 

I’m grateful for my hot cup of coffee at 5:00 a.m.  As I enjoyed my large mug of morning java, I also gave 

thanks for my sense of smell.  Coffee smells wonderful, doesn’t it?  As I savored the cup a little longer than 

usual, I gave thanks for that person centuries ago, who looked at a coffee bean and thought:   “I wonder what 

would happen if I ground this up and boiled it in water?”  This prompted me to give thanks for human  

ingenuity.    

 

A bit later, I took a walk with my wife.  Darkness still enveloped the Acres when we began, but within 

minutes, we witnessed a stunning sunrise.  The trees were just beginning to expose their autumn hue.  We 

live in a most beautiful place.  That led me to give thanks for Walt Flinn.  That’s right, we wouldn’t be here 

if Walt hadn’t called 10 years ago and said, “Michael would you consider . . .”   

 

As I held that grateful thought in my heart for a while, I became thankful for this church. Many of you have 

enriched my life, which made me appreciative of meaningful work.  I can’t imagine what I would do if I 

were not engaged in something I deem significant.   

 

It was G.K. Chesterton who wrote, “I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought; and that 

gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder.”  What a wonderful idea and an even better way to live.  

 

Gratefully, 

 

 

 

 



  

 

      Attendance 

September  4     189 

September  11   208 

September  18   193 

September  25   252 

New to our church?  Would you like to 

learn more about it?  Come join Rev.  

Michael Graham and others to learn about 

our church and what we can offer you.  

The next MEET AND GREET session 

will be Sunday, October 23, after  

worship.  
   

 
CHURCH COUNCIL Dale Dormody ddormody@dknetdesign.com      528-3622 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE Mary Flinn waltf@metrocast.net      528-1324 

ADMINISTRATIVE LIFE Bob Daniell 

Dale Dormody 

barbbobd19@aol.com 

ddormody@dknetdesign.com 

     366-2143 

     528-3622 

PASTOR/STAFF Michael Warmington warmington@metrocast.net      293-8662 

FACILITIES Bill Littlefield glittlefield@metrocast.net      528-4394 

FINANCE Derek Tomlinson derek.tomlinson@tm2c.com      524-3468 

OUTREACH Ron Dudley rnldsdly@yahoo.com      366-7704 

DIACONATE Stacey Pate staceyl@metrocast.net      293-2169 

FLOWER COMMITTEE Sandy Stafford 

Jan Briggs 

cstafford@metrocast.net 

briggfam@metrocast.net 

     387-8011 

     293-3019 

MEMBERSHIP Steve/Dianne Anthony santhony@metrocast.net      524-2363 

EDUC. MINISTRIES Judy Cook randytr6@yahoo.com      293-0279 

CARE & CONCERN Nancy Peterson 

Barbara Allard 

peterson@metrocast.net 

tyrodden@metrocast.net 

     366-4020 

     279-1070 

FAIR COMMITTEE Steve/MonicaMelbourne designsteve@metrocast.net      293-7862 

MEMORIAL GIFTS Doris MacHaffie dcmachaffie@metrocast.net      524-1169 

VILLAGE NURSERY SCH. Kristine Blackwelder krisprovo@hotmail.com      556-7164 

FELLOWSHIP & KITCHEN Eloise Post eloise@metrocast.net      986-6723 

PRAYER LINE COORDINATOR Barbara Hauck bfhauck20@metrocast.net      524-3381 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057 © Fax (603) 528-7606 

e-mail:  gccoffice@metrocast.net 

website: www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 

Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

e-mail:  gcc@metrocast.net 

Carolyn Ames,  Music Director/Organist 

Carlos Martinez, Choir Director 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth &  

         Family Programs  

 e-mail: gccscott@metrocast.net 

    Dru Chatterton—Office Secretary 

email:  gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Youth Center:  www.gilfordyouthcenter.com 

(603) 524-6978 

Church Office Hours: Weekdays 9:00-3:00 pm 

  Village Newsletter   *   Gilford Community Church  *  Volume 64, Issue  10  *  October 2011  *   Page 3 

OUR CHURCH COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
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Music Notes 

   From  

Carolyn Ames   
   (Music Director/Organist) 

Carlos Martinez 

(Choir Director) 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 Aaron Stewart, Carole Taylor. 

 Linda Eagan, Ron Dudley, Mike  

            Murphy 

2 Mary Dexter, Alison Squires 

3 Kelly Nix, Dorothy Parker 

4 Mary Flinn, Justin Dalton 

5          Sam Leggett 

6       Doris MacHaffie   

7  Rick Ippolito 

8 Allen Voivod 

9 Bruce Papps, Peyton Sawyer 

10 Michael Graham, Stephen Brown 

12 James Wixson 

13 Deborah Tarbox 

14 Connor Veazey, Joan Veazey 

15 Betsy MacHaffie , Kaleb Brown 

16 Jacob Grice 

17 Peg Keller, Sarah Sedgley, Kristin  

            Champoux 

18 Michael Wernig 

19 Megan Paddack 

20 Donald Chase 

21 Abigail Ross 

23 Wanda Carder 

24 Betty Varney, Michael Baron,  

            Jaimen Sawyer 

25 Elaine Shea, Jeff Seager, Mia  

Coppola, Sara Ellen Godek, Stephanie  

Labonte, Richie Edson, James Cowan,  

Barbara Monahan 

            Kenneth Ries 

26 Daniel Dormody 

27 Beth Gleeson 

29 Jay Fortin 

30 Sue Ross, Barbara Allard, Sophie  

            Leggett 

31 Elizabeth Alley, Bob Daniell,  

Shayna Tomlinson, Carter  

Mercer, Shannon Mercer, Grace 

Devarney 

 

 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

5 Kathy & Jack Eltzroth               1978 

8          Nate and Jacinda Lemay           1994 

10 Heather & Pat Labonte    1959 

10        Warren & Susan Noyes             1959 

12        Kenneth & Lori Erickson           2005 

15        Matt & Laura Herbert                2005 

16 Patty & Randy Pike                1993 

18 Dorothy & Ken Parker    1952 

19 Sue & Allan Whitney                1963 

27 Shawn & Naisa Chase                2001 

 

Thank you for your warm welcome!  It is great to be 

back amongst friends and to be a part of the Gilford 

Community Church family.  I look forward to  

working once again with the choir and with Carolyn.  

Carolyn and I will be working together to provide 

great spiritual music which would include vocal/

instrumental solos, guest musicians and ensemble 

presentations.  I encourage you to consider being a 

member of the choir!  We are a fun group who  

enjoys laughing and creating beautiful music  

together.  We will soon be working with the  

children’s choir.  We are also going to have the Bell 

Choir prepare a piece for Christmas.  If you are  

interested in being a bell ringer, please contact  

Carolyn.  You don’t have to read music, you just 

have to be able to count!  Rehearsals will be after 

church starting in November.  Check the bulletin for 

dates.  If you have a child who would like to make a 

musical presentation, either vocal or instrumental, 

please do not hesitate to contact Carlos or Carolyn. 

In Christ, 

Carlos Martinez 

Choir Director 



  

 

 

 

 

                                     Retreat to Star Island 
One year ago, Dick and Doreen Waitt took a week-long trip to Star Island 

(the second largest island of the Isle of Shoals, 10 miles out to sea from 

Portsmouth) and came back eager to share the experience with their church 

family.  They felt that the island would be an ideal place to have a church 

retreat. 

 

30 people in the church agreed, and marked September 16, 17 and 18 on 

their calendar.  A school bus took us from the church to the Portsmouth 

dock, where we took an hour-long ferry ride to the island, with historical 

commentary and refreshment on the way! 

 

The weather was cold in the evenings, but it was bright and sunny all weekend.   The rooms were without hot 

water, although a pitcher of hot water could be brought back to your room.  Showers were available on  

Saturday, during certain hours.  We “roughed” it, but with a unique experience comes bonding, and we did 

bond!  We waltzed in the lobby before breakfast, we took rowboats to Smuttynose island, we hiked paths to 

the rocks where the waves were crashing, we sat on rockers on the porches in the sun, we perused the 

giftshop and took a walking tour of the island, guided by a young woman who knew all the history!  Some of 

us were able to take a candlelight stroll to the stone chapel one evening, and met there again on Sunday 

morning to hear Rev. Mark Chatterton preach.  Casually attired in our jeans and jackets, we sang some 

hymns, (Barbara Harris played the electric keyboard, without practice or notice), and we heard a reading of 

the parable of the Prodigal son. 

 

The food was great (pumpkin pancakes, kale and white bean soup, cookies almost as big as our heads!)  One 

could even sign up for a fresh lobster meal on Saturday.  The TRADITIONAL DANCE and YOGA confer-

ences that were also there kept us fascinated by their yoga on the lawn and their spontaneous fiddle and guitar 

playing on the porch. 

 

The traditional chant of “YOU WILL BE BACK”, “YOU WILL BE BACK”, which is the chorus you hear as 

the ferry leaves the island, echoes in our minds as we look forward to possibly another retreat next year.  Will 

you join us? 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

From Jane Fortier: 

And now just some rambling thoughts…… 

Wrap up all your worries and concerns in a package and as you leave the dock on the Thomas Leighton  

ferry, drop it over the side.  Now…. sit back and take a deep breath and enjoy the trip down the Piscataqua 

River.  The Isle of Shoals awaits—it’s a time to refresh, renew friendships and become closer to old friends.   

 

Yes, Star Island accommodations are rustic, but it makes you aware of how much we take for granted and 

how lucky we are.   

 

A special tour of the island—sitting on one of the hundreds of rocking chairs, reading and contemplating 

God’s wonders or just chatting….. 

 

Star Island will always beckon me back.   

 

You can even smile as you see that package waiting to be picked up again as you head out to sea from the 

island and back to the mainland.  You are now so relaxed that even a school bus ride back to Gilford brings a 

smile to your face.  I’m looking forward to next year’s trip! 
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DEADLINE for items for the NOVEMBER  

newsletter will be Friday, October 28, 2011.  

THANKS! 

 

 

FROM THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE: 

NEW BEGINNINGS is in real need of the following items and has requested our  help! 

Baby Wipes (they are almost out) 

* * Deoderant (they are almost out) 

Gas Cards 

Tampons/Pads 

Laundry Detergent 

Socks (for women and children) 

* *New underwear for women (all sizes) 

* * New bras for women (all sizes) 

New Hair Brushes 

Toothpaste 

Twin Sheets 

Cleaning Products 

Laundry Baskets 

Big bottle of shampoo/Conditioner 

Diaper Rash Cream 

Bandaids 

Cotton balls/Q-tips 

Nail Polish Remover 

Sweat pants (all sizes) 

Sweat shirts (all sizes) 

 

* * items they are really in need of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE is beginning to collect food and monetary donations for the HOLIDAY FOOD 

BASKETS !!  Please help us with this project!  Thank you! 
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Youth News                                             October 2011 

Morbid Mountain 

Middle School Youth Group: 

 Thursday, Oct 27th 7-9pm 

High School Youth Group: 

 Saturday, Oct 29th, 7-9pm 

Youth group members are invited to celebrate 

Halloween at Gunstock’s Morbid Mountain. 

 

We will meet at the church at 6:45pm, and return 

to the church around 9:15. 

 

Youth Group members are invited to bring a 

friend. 

 

To help cover costs, we ask that everyone brings 

$5.  We are also in need of some parent  

chaperones.  If you are interested in attending, 

please contact Scott. 

Senior Breakfast and Bingo 

Saturday, October 8  

 We will continue our senior outreach with 

a free breakfast and bingo event for the 

residents of the Village Knolls.  This has 

become a wonderful event, and the  

residents are very grateful that we do this. 

We host another breakfast on Saturday, 

October 8th , from 9-11am.  All youth 

group members are invited to help at this 

event.  Youth members should be there by 

8:15am. 

Parents are invited to attend as well. 

 

If you wish to help, please contact Scott at 

gccscott@metrocast.net  

                              Youth For Hire 
Our annual fall Youth for Hire Day will be Sunday, October 30th, 11-3. 

Youth for Hire is a community service event.  Families of the GCC hire us to work at houses for no 

cost.  Work will include raking, bagging, stacking wood, cleaning and other minor landscaping pro-

jects.  This event is for all youth group members, families and friends.  We are looking for adult chap-

erones to help with transportation and supervision.  Please contact Scott if you plan to attend this 

event. 
 

mailto:gccscott@metrocast.net


  

 

IN THE PEW………… 

 

The story of Carolyn Drake and Roger Bailey is an 

“East meets West” story.  Carolyn, a Southern  

California girl, grew up  in a family of 3 children, her 

youngest brother 17 years older.  As a child, every 

other year her family traveled to NH to a lake house 

on Winnipesaukee to visit her mom’s family and then 

to South Carolina to visit her dad’s family. 

 

Roger was born in North Carolina, where his dad was 

an engineer for a tungsten mine.  He began his  

westward trek when the family moved to Ouray and 

another mine in the mountains of Colorado.  An only 

child, he says, “All my young life I was by myself, 

playing and learning in the mountains.” When he was 

a 5th grader, he moved to Idria, California, a company 

town; the company owned everything including the 2-

room school where there were either 2 or 3 teachers, 

depending upon the number of students. After a  

couple of years of really rural life, They moved to 

Gilroy, California, whose call to fame is that it is the 

Garlic Capital of the World.  

 

Both Roger and Carolyn attended UC San Diego.  “I 

met him over mixing a 5- gallon water bottle of  

orange juice for a dorm party”, Carolyn says. After 

the party, they joined a group sitting on the stairs  

and talked the rest of the night; this began a  

relationship that culminated in marriage in 1979. 

 

Carolyn’s  biology degree and Roger’s computer  

degrees took them to San Jose in Silicon Valley 

where they lived for 13 years. She worked in a VA 

lab and later went to Stanford Medical School and 

continued there throughout her residency; he worked 

for a large mainframe computer manufacturer.  Their 

first son, Alexander, was six months old when  

Carolyn graduated with her medical degree.   

 

They moved to Chapel Hill, NC, for Roger to get his 

MBA degree;  Second son Nick, like his father, was 

born a “tar heel”.  During this time, the family  

traveled to their summer lake house at every  

opportunity, but spent most of their time working on 

the aging house.  They finally decided to move to NH 

to be closer to care for that house. 

 

A friend told Carolyn that her group in Nashua  

needed a doctor, so her NH career began.  Her mother 

was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, so Roger 

began his first try as a stay-at-home dad until they 

moved her mother into an assisted living situation, at 

which time, he went to work for a startup electronics 

manufacturer near Boston. Bryan was born in Nashua 

and it was here that Roger began his lengthy scouting 

career with his three sons which has continued for 18 

years.  

  

Roger began working for Cisco, which necessitated a 

great deal of travel and Carolyn reduced her practice 

to part-time in order to return to school for training at 

Mass. General in Urogynecology.  “Life was crazy; 

we had to have a nanny”, they say.  When they  

realized that most of Roger’s salary was going to pay 

someone else to raise their children, he became a  

stay-at-home dad again. 

 

In 2004, they moved to Gilford where Carolyn began 

working at LRGH as a go-between gynecologist  

between Laconia and Franklin.  They immediately 

became active in the community and joined GCC.   

Roger went to work in all aspects of scouting and in 

2006 started the Robotics program at the high school; 

this includes raising the money to fund  the program 

and supervising the activity.  He also accompanied 

the youth of the church to Jamaica on a mission trip.  

Carolyn became a major sewer of costumes in the 

drama program at the high school when Alex began to 

act in the shows; she continued as Nick joined the 

Technical Crew.   

 

Carolyn has become Department Chair at LRGH and 

has been to Africa once and Guatemala twice on  

surgical mission trips in those countries. She currently 

has returned to school at UNH in the Executive MBA 

program.  She hopes to become a bridge of  

understanding between the administration and those 

who work directly with patients at the hospital. 

 

Roger has started a new company, WISE Technology,  

 

 

 



  

 

(continued from page 8) 

which is developing Ice Rescue vehicles and is moving toward a full patent on his vehicles. 

 

Amid all of their educational pursuits and work with youth, they find time to kayak, bike and snow ski.  This 

education-kid-oriented couple makes a real difference in the lives of youth wherever they are; they seem to be 

indefatigable.                                                                      

 

Faith Rupert 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  There will be an Oktoberfest Dinner in our Fellowship Hall at 6 pm on October 22, 

2011.  Appropriate German attire is encouraged….but not necessary!  The dinner will begin with a marinated 

salad and rye bread;   5-days marinated Beef Sauerbraten with Gingersnap Gravy;  HOMEMADE Spaetzel; 

Red Cabbage with onions and apples.  For dessert:  Apple Crisp.   

 

There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall for helpers to set the tables and centerpieces on Friday, Oct. 21 

and to cook on Friday and Saturday.  And, for cleaning up (the best thing there is for getting to know  

people!).  Lots of hands make quick work as well as clean fingernails—Hope you can join us!   Cost:  $12.00 

a person. 

 

Mary Hutchins and Eloise Post 
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