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GILFORD COMMUNITY CHURCH  

FAITH PROPOSAL MEETING  

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2010 

 

The meeting was called to order by the Moderator,  

Alexandra Breed, directly after morning worship.  

The Moderator called Kandi Edson to speak for the 

Finance Committee. 

Kandi outlined the 2011 church budget as formulated 

by the Finance Committee after meeting with all the 

various committees and boards.  The proposal was 

also approved by the Church Council on 10/26/2010. 

Our main source of income is pledges; which calls for 

an increase, largely due to: 

1)  Mortgage expense 

2) A $12,000 gift given in 2010 is not anticipated in  

     2011. 

3) We do not anticipate a large surplus, as we did in  

     2010.  If there is any surplus, it will go into the  

     capital fund. 

A motion was made by Doug Hill and seconded by 

Cindie Graham to sanction the proposed 2011 budget 

as printed.  The motion was voted in the  

affirmative. 

 

Steve Anthony, co-chair of the Membership  

Committee, moved the following committee chairs: 

- - - - - - - 

Congregational Life -   Mary Flinn 

Administrative Life -    Bob Daniell and Dale  

                                      Dormody 

Finance -                       Derek Tomlinson 

Pastor/Staff -                 Mike Warmington 

Facilities -                     Bill Littlefield  

Membership -                Steve & Dianne Anthony 

Outreach -                     Ron Dudley 

- - - - - - - - 

Steve Anthony made the motion to adjourn the 

meeting and it was seconded by Bill Littlefield.  

The moderator called for a motion to adjourn.  The 

meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Doris MacHaffie 
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Take a walk with me...   

First, I read a letter that Jesse Ross had written.  Jesse is a sophomore at the Holderness School.  

Then Sarah Cook, a freshman at Gilford High School, spoke to us.  Both of these students have  

attended a number of our Youth Mission Trips and other youth group events.  They thanked the  

congregation for making these opportunities possible, and shared how their lives have been enriched 

by these experiences.   

 

This past Sunday was Faith Proposal Sunday; the Sunday that commences our annual Pledge Drive.  

Your generous support of our church makes all that we do possible, such as summer mission trips for 

our youth.  In fact, almost eighty percent of our income comes from pledges and gifts.  

 

A few weeks ago, the Director of the Carey House, Susan Lunt, visited our congregation.  Susan  

expressed her gratitude for all that we do to support the Salvation Armyôs many important ministries, 

including the Carey House and the Friendly Kitchen.   Later this month, Martha Dolben will return to 

our church and update us on the work she does educating women in Uganda.  Earlier in the summer, 

Nate and Cecilia Tarter shared an inspiring presentation on their mission work in Africa.  Iôm proud 

to be a part of a congregation with such an outward focus.  In these tough times, we continue to help 

people both near and far away.   

 

I thank you for the many ways you help; with your time, talents and treasures.  These are deeply  

personal issues, but they have such public consequences. I invite you to join Cindie and me in  

making a generous pledge to the life and mission of the Gilford Community Church. If you have 

never pledged or given before, I urge you to start this year, to join with all those whose gifts sustain 

our church and to discover the deep sense of satisfaction in being part of everything this church is 

and does.  If you are a regular supporter, I invite you to consider increasing the amount of your gift 

in order to keep your church strong for the future. 

 

Thank you so much, 
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      Attendance 

 

October 3        271 

October 10      224 

October 17      209 

October 24      283 

October 31      215 

The Village Newsletter is a 

monthly publication of  

Gilford Community Church 

19 Potter Hill Road 

Gilford, New Hampshire 03249 

(603) 524-6057 © Fax (603) 528-7606 

email:  gccoffice@metrocast.net 

website: www.gilfordcommunitychurch.org 

Rev. Michael C. Graham, Pastor 

email:  gcc@metrocast.net 

Carlos Martinez, Music Director 

Carolyn Ames, Organist 

Scott Hodsdon, Director of Youth &  

         Family Programs  

 email: gccscott@metrocast.net 

    Dru ChattertonðOffice Secretary 

email:  gccoffice@metrocast.net 

Youth Center:  www.gilfordyouthcenter.com 

(603) 524-6978 

Church Office Hours: Weekdays 9:00-3:00 pm 

From the Family of Ernie Lawrence, 

We would like to thank everyone for all the love, kindness, prayers and support shown to our family during 

our recent loss.  Nancy Peterson and her helpers fed us and took care of our needs when we couldnôt do it  

ourselves.  Glenn Dewhirst was so kind and had such a gentle way with all our questions and requests.  Dick 

Petersonôs gracious way with us and our guests will not be forgotten.  Dot Labonte, Muriel Middleton and 

Mary Helen Swain supplied our guests with a lovely luncheon.  Donna Snow and Patty Pike watched our little 

ones during the service.  And finally, Pastor Michael, the love you showed Dad and our family will remain in 

our hearts forever.  The memorial service was a beautiful celebration of his life.  We are truly blessed to be a 

part of this wonderful church family.  Thank  you all so much.  God Bless. 

 

Helen Lawrence 

Roger and Barbara Lawrence and family 

Brad and Roxanne Lawrence and family 

Laurel and David Greenlaw and family 

Sharon and Leon Cram and family 

Wanda and Carl Carder and family 

 

THANK YOU to all who have contributed BOX TOPS 

coupons to the Gilford Elementary School Library (by 

bringing them to the church office for me to collect).  It is 

NOT NECESSARY to submit the sales slips with the 

coupons.  Just the coupons, please.  And thank you so 

much!  - Joan Veazey (library volunteer) 

I would like to thank all of my church family for 

their prayers, cards and thoughtful phone calls 

sent during my recent hospital stay and surgery.  

Knowing that you were there to help get me 

through this difficult time was so touching to 

me. 

Thank you to the women of the Care and  

Concern Committee for their delicious meals 

delivered to me during my first week at home.  

You not only provided me with food for my 

body, but your kindness was indeed food for my 

soul.   

Thank you, Michael, for your hospital visits and 

your comforting prayers and phone calls  

concerning my recovery.  What a blessing to 

have such a supportive church.  I look forward 

to rejoining the choir soon, thankful for Godôs 

healing grace and to once again be able to sing 

His praises.  God Bless you all, Marion Gardner 
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November Birthdays 

2 Kate Stewart, Kristen Paddack 

 Marchia Rogers, Ferol Curtis 

3 Heather Dudley, Katie Graham 

6 Sarah Veazey 

7 Scott Jackson 

11 Pat Pegg 

12 Doris Chase, Jerry Lacroix,  

Madeline Maiorano   

13        A.J. Coppola 

14 Adam Jackson, Richard Edson 

17 Mat Roys, Carroll Stafford 

18        Melissa Kennell 

19 Molly Howard, Sally Paradise 

20 Janet Adams, David MacDonald 

21 Barbara Shea, Greg Traquair, 

            Sofia Sawyer 

22        Laura Herbert 

23 Christina England 

24 Marion Gardner, Frank Lungarelli,  

            Jeannie Pecknold 

25 Patty Pike, Ashley Ilg 

26 Mackenzie Roys 

28 Lindsey Nelson, Kirk Dougal, 

            Catherine & Kelsey Buckley 

29 Lindsay Smith, Virginia Babcock 

 
 November Anniversaries 
08        Greg and Lorie Gallien           1997 

12        Lionel and Sally Paradise       1970 

19 Richard & Kandi Edson 1993 

23 Nancy & Bob Castellon 1950 

24       Delores & Jeff  Seager 1983 

25       Harold and Mary Dexter         1946 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Music Notes 
    From Carlos Martinez 

The Childrenôs Choir will be singing a  

Thanksgiving piece on November 21st.  We are 

currently rehearsing right before Sunday 

Schoolðcome join us!  Grades for the Childrenôs 

Choir will go through Middle School.  The  

childrenôs piece includes handbells.  Anyone who 

would like to be included in the handbell group 

should come to rehearsals immediately after 

church on Sundays to the choir room downstairs.  

Rehearsals begin October 24th. 

 

The Chancel Choir is always looking for new 

members!  We are a wonderful fun-loving family 

and would greatly enjoy having you join us!   

Anyone interested can email Carlos 

(conductor1234@hotmail.com) or Carolyn  

(willows2@metrocast.net).  Singers can start as 

young as high school age!  Soloists are always 

welcome to present on Sundays, as well. 

 

Upcoming Sunday Music: 

Nov. 7th:  Chancel Choir:  ñAnthem of Fellow-

shipò - May Stewart on trumpet 

 

Nov. 14th  Hymn Sing at 9:40 am  Chancel 

Choir: ñI Thank You, Lordò 

 

Nov. 21st  (Thanksgiving Sunday)  Childrenôs 

Choir:  ñAutumn Carolò with handbells.  Chancel 

Choir:  ñA Gift of Thanksgivingò 

 

Nov. 28th  Chancel Choir:  ñCome, Emmanuel, 

Comeò  ñOne Starò soloist Heather Richardson. 

NO FRIENDLY KITCHEN THE MONTHS OF 

NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER 

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE 

SUBMITTED FOR THE DECEMBER  

NEWSLETTER IS: 

Wednesday, November 24, 2010 

                     THANK YOU!  

 



  

 

Gilford Community Church Christmas Village Fair  

Friday, December 3, 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, December 4, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Come join us in the Church Fellowship Hall !!  

 

There will be Santa's Treasures, Evergreens, Crafts, Jewelry, Books, Toys, Baked Goods, good food to eat, 

and our popular Carolers. 

You can help in a number of ways: Volunteers are welcome to sign up to help with setup, sales and clean 

up.  Watch for the Sunday Fellowship time 'sign up table', or call Steve or Monica Melbourne at 293-7862. 

The Christmas Wreaths or Greens are taking on a new ñElf Plan.ò  Yes, the Elves are doing their best 
to continue the great standards the Gilford Community Church has always been accustomed to for the many 

years Nancy Castellon has run the Greens program. Enclosed in the newsletter, a new order form will be in-

cluded for you to complete and turn in, prompt ordering will assist in this transition year. The Elves will be 

working from the Church, so pick up will occur at the church. Be sure to check the pictures of how the Greens 

will look and put your order in. We will have a table in the Fellowship Hall to answer any questions about the 

Greens. Be sure to include (all) your phone numbers on your order form so our Elves can keep in contact with 

you about your order. This will be the first year the Elves are working on their own, so your patience during 

the transition will be appreciated. 

Santa's Treasures (White Elephant) is accepting good quality, clean items such as household items and lin-

ens.  Most importantly, Christmas ornaments and decorations!  Sorry, we cannot accept large appliances, elec-

tronics, computers, large items or clothing. The cutoff date to accept donations is  

Monday, November 29. The drop off location is in the annex hall (right side) in front of the office, contact the 

church office for questions 524-6057. 

Take a little time to go through your jewelry collection to donate to the Jewelry sales. Bring in your jewelry 

to the church office. The sooner items are dropped off, the sooner they can be cleaned and set up for display. 

Margret Eddy 293-0371.  

Calling all Craft Experts, the Craft Table awaits your crafts projects, so as they are finished, please contact 

Carolyn Ames, 524-1952, to arrange drop off. 

We are once again collecting Books for Santa's bookstore. Also tapes and CD's are accepted. Sorry, we can-

not accept Reader's Digest, Encyclopedia sets or National Geographic. Contact Peter Allen for  

questions 528-2265. 

Toys are needed for the Toy area.  We welcome clean toys of all kinds, children's books, movies, stuffed ani-

mals and games, contact Judy Cook or Scott Hodsdon 524-6057. 

Baked Goods will also be for sale such as breads, pies, cakes, cupcakes and cookies donated in zip lock 

bags would be appreciated: 6 small cookies or 3 large per bag. Contact Sally Clark 528-1940 arrange drop off. 

The Silent Auction will be one of our main cornerstones for our Summer Fair, so we will not have a Silent 

Auction for the Christmas Fair. Anyone who has routinely donated to the Christmas Auction may continue to 

do so for the Summer Fair Silent Auction. 

The Fair Committee: Steve & Monica Melbourne, Rick & Kathi Hopper, Pete & Sue Allen, Steve & Dianne 

Anthony, and Morris Harrison. 
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Lb ¢I9 t9²ΧΧΧΧ 

      She was in the band because she wanted to be near the football players! 

   ñSome Enchanted Eveningò Joe Wernig will see a 

lovely stranger across a crowded room; he will ask her 

to dance and somehow, theyôll know this dance will 

go onéé.But, how will they get to that crowded 

room? 

   Jolene, the aforementioned stranger, was born in  

Dover and moved to Rochester, where her parents still 

live, at the age of 4. She is a graduate of Spaulding 

High School where she played trombone in the band; 

she laughingly admitted she was in the band because 

she wanted to be near the football players, but that 

didnôt work out.  She started Plymouth State as an art 

major but soon changed to psychology and graduated 

in 1986 with a BS degree and a Mental Health Option.   

   Joe was born in Everett, MA, the baby of ten chil-

dren in a very strong Catholic family. ñThe nuns came 

to our house, an hour from church, every morning to 

watch the kids while my mother went to Massò.   

  The family often vacationed at Stinson Lake in  

Rumney; Joe and an older sister moved there and Joe 

graduated from Plymouth High School where he was 

captain of the football team.  He went to UNH ñto 

play footballò and after one year and no clear  

direction, he decided he wanted to work for his  

brother. His father was quite agreeable to Joeôs plan.  

So he went off to work in Scituate, MA to earn his 

living on a lobster boat! ñAfter a year of grueling 

workðgetting up at 3:30 in the morningðI  knew I 

didnôt want to do that for the rest of my life, so I left 

and went back to college, this time at Plymouth State.  

Obviously, my fatherôs willingness was a plan that 

worked out.ò He graduated in 1988 with a BS in  

Elementary Education. 

   Jolene was three weeks from graduation when her 

roommate and other friends ñbullied me into going out 

for a night on the town; I didnôt want to go, but finally 

didò; hence that ñEnchanted Eveningò.  Three days 

later, Joe asked her to dinner, then at their second date 

he asked, ñMy niece is having her First Communion at 

Our Lady of the Lakes in Laconia.  Would you like to 

go?ò (That niece is Gretchen Wernig Gandini who is 

also a member at GCC.) He also notes that there 

would be lots of food at the Communion that he 

wouldnôt have to pay for!   On their third date, he  

invited Jolene to do their laundry at his parentôs home, 

another cost-friendly date!  Six months later, they 

were engaged. They celebrated their 22nd anniversary 

in June of 1988. 

   The Wernigs received their Masterôs degrees; Jo-

lene, in Guidance and Counseling and Joe in Educa-

tion as a Reading Specialist. They also got their first 

jobs. Joe is in his 23rd year at Belmont Middle 

Schoolðthe first 14 years as a classroom teacher in 

grades 6-8ðand for the past 9 years, as the Tech Ed 

teacher for the entire school.  Jolene worked as a 

school counselor for 4 years in Bristol. At the same 

time, they bought a home on Sleeper Hill in Gilford, 

which they refer to as ña shack, or campò and during 

the next 13 years, they worked, totally remodeled the 

house, and had three kids. If all of that werenôt 

enough, Joe bought a lawn care business which he has 

run for the past 16 years. 

   Megan was born in June of 1992 and Jolene missed 

the last day of school; Emily was born in September 

of 1995.  Joe, unable to take time off for the birth of 

either daughter, took a month off when Michael was 

born in October of 1999. Jolene became a stay-at-

home mom and opened a day-care in their home for 

the children of teachers. She closed her day-care after 

10 years and worked at the Gilford Public Library for 

4 years, during which she went back to school to  

become a Library Media Specialist. She went to work 

as the school librarian at Valley View Community 

School in Farmington, where she continues to work.   

Finally, after 13 years, the house was finished; they 

were ñsick of that houseò, so they sold it and bought a 

house on Gary Circle where they still live. 

   All three of the children attended our Village Nurse-

ry School.  The Wernig family attended Our Lady of 

the Lakes Catholic Church for 15 years.  ñBut we 

wanted our kids to enjoy church and not count down 

the minutes until the service ended.ò 

   Megan, Emily and Michael had attended and Jolene 

had taught in the area churchesô VBS here several 

summers.  In 2003 they attended the wedding of Joeôs 

                            

                         (continued on page 9) 
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(continued from page 8) 

nephew, Jason Wernig and his bride Dayna Clark.  To orient Michael to where they were, Jolene took him 

from the nursery school entrance to the sanctuary.  ñHey, I know this place!ò was Michaelôs response.  They 

felt at home! Ironically, their life together in the Catholic Church ended the way it began.  The last service they 

attended together was Emilyôs First Communion. 

  The Wernig family became members in 2007 along with several other friends and their families. Joe has been 

a Cub Scout Leader for 5 years, has served on the Diaconate for 3 years and is currently on the Board of Direc-

tors of the Gilford Youth Center.  Jolene serves on the Village Nursery Board and they both, along with Megan 

and Emily, volunteer at the youth center. 

   Their home has become a mecca for friends and the youth of the church; Joe built a tubing run complete with 

lighting and fire pit for winter fun.  A big change in their lives occurred in late August when Megan ñleft the 

nestò for her freshman year at  Gordon College; she was one of 5 recipients of the scholarship funded by the 

Daniell Family Foundation. 

   Our lives and the lives of our youth have been greatly enriched by the service, warmth, joy and laughter of 

the Wernig family.                                                                                                                          - Faith Rupert 

 

GUYSô NIGHT OUT 

 

Guysô Night Out will be Thursday, November 18 

starting at 6 p.m.  Dinner, catered by Ellie  

Murphy, will begin at 7:00.   

 

New Hampshire Motor Speedway people will be with 

us to help us understand what they do and why this is 

the fastest growing sport in the country.  Become  

familiar with the programs and plans of this very  

important economic ñengineò of central New Hamp-

shire. 

 

Cost remains $10.00.  Invite friends to join you for an 

informative evening with the added benefit of  

fellowship and good food!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

NONï PERISHABLE ITEMS NEEDED for the Out-

reach Closet (in the foyer before the entrance to the 

sanctuary) to see those in need through the holidays.  

Please donate!  We are also in need of financial dona-

tions for our Thanksgiving Basket project.  Please 

make checks payable to Gilford Community Church, 

with Thanksgiving Baskets written on the memo line. 

The next Ladiesô Night Out will be on Friday, 

November 19th, 2010.  Fellowship at 6:00 and an 

Ellie-Murphy-catered dinner at 7:00.  The  

program will feature Mr. Steve White, owner of 

the Wild Bird Depot, who will inform us on how 

to identify and attract the birds in our own back-

yards in the Lakes Region. 

 

Mr. White met with rave reviews from the guys 

when he spoke at Guysô Night Out in September. 

Sign up at coffee hour or call Carolyn Ames (524-

1952) or Lynne DeVivo (524-7911) to make your 

reservation.  ($10.00 per person.  Checks made 

out to Carolyn Ames) 

 

We are asking for donations of feminine products 

for St. Vincent DePaul.  Please bring them the 

night of the program. 

New to our church?  Would you like to learn 

more about it?  Come join Rev. Graham 

                      And others to learn about our   

                      church and what we can offer 

                      you.  There will be a meeting   

                      after worship (11:15 am) on 

                      Sunday, November 14th. 


